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TUBERCULOSIS. 


An instructive moral can be drawn from the 
comparison of the two utterances upon Tubercu- 
losis which we printed last week. Both were by 
men having exceptional knowledge of the disease, 
who, speaking to very different audiences, dealt 
with the question from equally different stand- 
peints. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean, addressing an audience of 
agriculturists in Cheshire, avoided the question of 
legislation, and confined himself to explaining the 
disease itself, and advising the individual owner 
how best tocombat it. Itis needless to say that 
this task was admirably performed; but some 
who heard the address, and many more who read 
the report of it, must have wondered how many of 
those receiving such advice—even from so high an 
authority —are likely to seriously attempt its adop- 
tion. An answer to that query is to be found in 
the paper by Dr. J. G. Rutherford, the Veterinary 
Director General of Canada, read at the Inter- 
national Congress on Tuberculosis at Washington. 
This is not a popular lecture, but an expert’s con- 
tribution to the deliberations of experts. It deals, 
not with individual effort against the disease, but 
with the far more difficult question of how best to 
organise national effort. Two points stand out 
clearly, and will be endorsed by all practical men. 
A national campaign against bovine tuberculosis 
aided by compulsory legislation— whatever its pro- 
visions—will be a much more difficult undertaking 
than many theorists even yet suppose. But no 
effective control of the disease is possible to the 
present generation, without compulsory legislation. 

Undoubtedly such lectures as that just delivered 
by Sir John M‘Fadyean do much good by eulighten- 
ing the really sensible and honest stockowners. 
They stimulate a few men to more or less earnest 
voluntary effort ; but, for a long time to come, they 
can only influence the minority of agriculturists. 
Their effect upon the ignorance and indifference of 
the majority is very slow, and they cannot influence 
the not inconsiderable section capable of wilfully 
concealing contagious disease. Compulsion is 
necessary for the two latter classes. When com- 





pulsion is adopted, the ignorant and careless owner 
will learn something of the disease, and the law re- 
garding it, for his own protection, while the un- 
scrupulous one can be dealt with as he deserves. 
A year of coercion has more popular effect than a 
decade of argument and persuasion; but, while 
scientists are struggling to educate the masses with 
regard to tuberculosis, the authorities withhold the 
one assistance needful. The fact that that assis- 
tance could be given at any moment makes the 
delay more inexcusable. 


Legislation against tuberculosis, when it does 
commence, is not likely to be very drastic at first, 
but we now know so much about the disease that 
our first steps, if slow, should be sure. When 
notification of clinical tuberculosis is made com- 
pulsory, the first real advance will have been made. 
That step would enable the most dangerous animals 
to be dealt with at once, while giving the veterinary 
inspector a fcoting upon farms where such animals 
bad existed. Its actual effect upon the spread of 
the disease would be great; its educational effect 
upon farmers would be still greater. And the legal 
powers for the step exist already—the advance 
could be made at once, by the simple scheduling of 
clinical tuberculosis by the Board of Agriculture. 

Of course the opposition to scheduling comes from 
the owners of pedigree stock, and it is noteworthy 
that these men form the chief obstacle to progress 
in Canada also. Dr. Rutherford’s outspoken refer- 
ences to breeders of pure stock in his own country 
should carry great weight throughout America, and 
may, we hope, be not without effect here. Pure 
bred herds “are the principal agents in dissemi- 
nating disease" in Canada. Probably the same 
truth applies here. In Canada, also, the owners of 
pure stock, far from assisting the campaign against 
tuberculosis, generally do their best to thwart it. 
Certuinly this applies here also. Legislation against 
tuberculosis involves a greater immediate financial 
loss to the pedigree owner than to the average 
farmer, and the selfish opposition of a few influen- 
tial ugriculturists has hitherto prevented effective 
legislation in this country. 

Foreign buyers are rapidly realising the condition 
of our English herds, and before long the pedigree 
breeders, their market for diseased cattle gone, will 
cry for legislation. But in the meantime the 
disease continues its ravages amongst cattle prac- 
tically unchecked, annually causing an enormous 
waste, and the loss of not a few human lives. Surely 
the Government will look a little ahead, and take 
action before pedigree breeders join in asking for it, 
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FIBROLYSIN. 


I beg to offer you result of my treatment of a case 
of large swelling along the sternum and abdomen 
(caused through a jab whilst at work), which refused 
to disperse after five days’ treatment with hot water 
and the usual liniments applicable in such cases, 
and also a large dose of physic. I resolved to try 
Fibrolysin, and gave an intravenous injection every 
other day, every injection being of 11:5 c.cm. 

The measurements were taken carefully and with 
@ flexible steel measure, and are given in inches. 

Length. Breadth. Thickness. 
At time of injection 29 x 9% x 
After first injection 29 83 4 
» second ,, 27 4 
» third “a 3} 
~»  warth ,, 3 
» fifth . 2 

I had no more Fibrolysin left, so I put the horse 
‘to walking exercise; the swelling continued to 
diminish and ultimately disappeared, and the horse 
is now working every day. 

CLEMENT ELpHIck. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


STRAIN OF THE Rapiat CHeck LIGAMENT. 


Querruau, a military veterinary surgeon, bas pub- 
lished (Recueil Vétérinaire d’Alfort) a description 
of this condition, which he considers one of the 
most common, but serious, forms of strained 
tendon. 

The radial check ligament, situated above the 
knee, bears a relation to the flexor perforatus 
similar to that of the carpal check ligament to the 
perforans. It assists in the support of the fetlock 
joint when weight is thrown upon the limb, by 
transforming the tendinous portion of the perforatus 
into a passive ligament ; and the more the muscular 
portion of the perforatus is fatigued and fails in its 
action, the more the radial check ligament will have 
to intervene. 

Strain of this ligament almost always developes 
insidiously, which contributes to render its early 
diagnosis difficult. 

The affection commences after violent efforts of 
the fore limbs, and causes a sudden lameness, but 
an examination of the tendons reveals nothing ab- 
normal. Moreover, after a few days rest the lame- 
ness disappears, but returns whenever the horse is 
galloped fora time. This lameness is not severe, 

isappears upon light work, and is not even in- 
creased by a moderate gallop. This explains how 
the affection becomes grave and incurable. The 
owner believes the lesion to be of secondary im- 
portance, and thus a strain which is slight at the 
beginning becomes serious in the sequel. 

Locally, either nothing abnormal is found, or 
perhaps a little heat about the level of the “chest- 
nut.”- Sometimes, however, especially in cases of 
recurrences, a little edema may be found in the 





same situation ; and this, when present, may ex- 
tend to the back of the knee. 

In view of the duration of time which is required 
before the lameness disappears, this affection ig 
easily confused with the “osteitis of fatigue” or 
with chronic rheumatism. 

In the early stages of this condition, the ligament 
is simply lacerated, and the animal may still be 
used, as the lameness produced is only slight But 
if the borse continues at work, the ligament be- 
comes ruptured. This causes, in the first place, an 
effusion into the carpal sheath, and afterwards an 
effusion between the tendons and aponeuroses, 
which descends the limb and gives the impression 
of astrain of the carpal check ligament and, later, 
that of a strain of the perforans. Cases diagnosed 
as strain of the carpal check ligament are most fre- 
quently only secondary manifestations of strain of 
the radial ligament. 

Rest improves the lesion; very quick exercise 
augments it. When the lesion is serious, flexion of 
the knee is very painful. 

When the affection is of old standing, the injured 
ligament becomes indurated, and this may be recog- 
nised by careful local manipulation. The indura- 
tion is situated at the level of the “ chestnut,” and 
may or may not be felt as a knotty callus. 

The author pursues this manipulation as follows. 
Standing beside the limb to be examined, with his 
face directed towards the haunch, he seizes the 
pastern of the limb with his exterior band, and 
flexes the cannon upon the forearm. With the 
other hand he compresses the post-carpal region 
about the level of the “chestnut” between his 
thumb and forefinger, the thumb being placed on 
the outer side of the limb, and manipulates the 
radial check ligament. It is a good plaa to flex 
and extend the cannon alternately in order to move 
the ligament between the finger and thumb. It is 
advisable, also, to manipulate both limbs and judge 
by comparison. 

The author has encountered this condition princi- 
pally in racers and light cavalry horses, next in 
horses of the dragoons and artillery, and least in 
draught horses employed exclusively at a moderate 
trot.—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


PROPHYLAXIS AGAINST DySENTERY IN CALVES. 


Evers (Zeitschrift fur Infectionskrankheiten) has 
employed the different sera, and also treated the 
umbilicus, against the dysentery of calves for a 
long time, without completely satisfactory results, 
and believes that too much is claimed for these 
methods. He now makes known a method of 
prophylaxis, which he practised extensively in the 
winter 1907-8, with remarkably successful results. 
The method simply consists in removing the calves, 
as soon after birth as possible, into a box which is 
easy to cleanse, and keeping them there for four 
or five days. 

During this time, it is necessary that the calves 
should be fed with the mother’s milk, and that the 
person who feeds them should have clean hands. 
Evers has introduced special moveable boxes for the 
purpose, which can be set up in any desired purt of 
the cowshed.— Berliner Tierdrztliche Wochenschrift. 
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{ 
A New Suscutanevs Mycosis or EQuingEs. 


Carougeau (Soc. des Sc. vt de Lyon: describes a 
mycosis of the subcutaneous connective tissue 
which is found m the horse and mule, and may 
offer some resemblance to ulcerative lymphangitis, 
epizootic lympbangitis, and farcy. 

Clinically, the affection is characterised by small 
nodules or multiple subcutaneous abscesses. It is 
caused by a filamentous fungus, which seems to be 

rotrichum. The disease may be reproduced 
experimentally by inoculation with pure cultures of 
this organism. Recovery takes place under the 
influence of potassium iodide, which exercises a 
specific action upon the parasite. 

Carougeau proposes to designate this new disease 
Sporotrichosis of Equines.—Annales dé Méd. Vet. 

W.R.C. 


(Undoubtedly this is the disease which M. 
Carougeau described at the recent Pan-African 
Congress. The above note furnishes some facts 
regarding it which did not appear in the Rand 
Daily Mail.—Transl.) 








VETERINARY ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA 


The annual meeting was held in the room of the Do- 
minion Department of Agriculture, Winnipeg, on Tues- 
day, Feb. 16. The President, Dr. C. D. McGilvray, 
occupied the chair, and the following members were 
present: Messrs. W. A. Dunbar, W. Hilton, W. J. Hin- 
man, W. E. Martin, J. D. McGillivray, M. B. Rom- 
bough, W. A. Shoults, F. Torrance, A. E. Williamson, 
T F. F. Baker, J. B. Still, and P. A. Rebinson, of Winni- 
pes ; S. A. Coxe and S. Robinson. Brandon ; J. Welch, 

and; W.R Taylor and H. Bradshaw, Portage la 
Prairie ; J. Mack, Neepawa ; J. Golley, Treherne ; J. H. 
Part, Swan River ; W. J. Cruikshank, Deloraine; W. H. 
Smith, Carman ; J. A.Swanson, Manitou; J. M. Young, 
Rapid City ; J. . Lipsett, Holland ; J. Irwin, Stone- 
wall ; L. McQueen, Selkirk ; and W. B. Stiver, Elgin. 

The reports of the auditors and treasurer showed the 
financial affairs of the Association to be in a healthy 
condition. 

The REGIsTRAR announced that during the year the 
following new members had been admitted after passing 
the required examination : 

Messrs. W. H. T. Lez, Minto; J. McDoucatt, Ken- 
ton; J. A. Munn, Carman; T. J. E. Rutieper, Car- 
berry ; W.B. Stitt, Neepawa, all M.D.V., McKillop, 


1908. 

The death, on Feb. 29, 1908, of Mr. G. V. Rowcroft, 
Birtle, was recorded with the deepest regret. He was 
a graduate of the Ontario Veterinary College, 1897, 
and an active member of the Association since 1898. 

The return to Manitoba of one of the original members 
of the Association, T. F. F. Baker, after an absence of 
some eighteen years, was noted with pleasure. The 
membership was now 106. 

The election of officers resulted as follows :— 

resident.— Mr. J. WELCH, Roland. 

Vice-President.—Mr. J. Inwtn, Stonewall. 

Secretary, Treasurer, and Registrar.—F. ToRRANCE, 

Winnipeg. 

Examiners.—Messrs.C.D.McGitvray, W. J. Hinman 

and F. ToRRANCE. 

Council.--The above officers with Messrs. J. H. 

Lipset and W. E. Martin. 


ln a tew well chosen words, the retiring President, 
Dr. C. D. McGilvray introduced the newly elect~d Presi- 
dent, Dr. Welch, and the Vice-President, Dr. Irwin, to 
the meeting. 

Dr. WEtcH thanked the meeting for the honour con- 
ferred on him. It came as a surprise to him, but he 
would use his best endeavours in the interests of th 
Assoeiation and the profession. He suggested and a 
that another year, if all worked together to that end, 
they would be able to have a good clinic for the next 
annual meeting. It was one thing be would very much 
_ to see, and there was no reason why they should not 
ave it, 

Dr. Irwin and Dr. Torrance also suitably responded 
for being elected to their respective positions. 

On the motion of Dr. Young, secunded by Dr, §, 
Robinson, a hearty vote of thanks was tendered to the 
retiring President, Dr. C. D. MeGilvray. 

Dr. McGitvray: Fellow members of the Manitoba 
Veterinary Association, it affords me great pleasure in 
accepting the vote of thanks you have tendered me. I 
might say from the time I have been associated with 
the members of this Association, I have always found 
that the greater number have always done all in their 
power to forward the interests of the profession, I 
think that in the gentleman who is succeeding me 
you may expect better results than you obtained 
from me. 

Dr. Hinman : I understand that the Ontario Veteri- 
nary College has now gone in for a three years course ; 
would the Registrar be good enough to inform us what 
graduates are allowed to practise under our regulations * 
I understand that the graduates of the Ontario Veteri- 
nary College are now eligible to do so, and wouid like 
to know from what other Colleges graduates are 
eligible. 

Dr. Torrance: Under our Veterinary Association 
Act, the provisions require that candidates for registra- 
tion shall be graduates of a recognised veterinary Col- 
lege, having a curriculum of not less than three sessions 
of six months each. None of our Colleges since McGill 
went out of veterinary teaching have complied with that 
until recently. During the past year the Ontario 
Government made arrangements with Professor Andrew 
Smith whereby the Ontario Veterinary College becume 
part of the Toronto University, and thecurriculum was 
raised to three sessions. In future, graduates of this 
College will comply with our law and their will be no 
question of their having to go elsewhere to enable them 
to comply with our regulations. As regards other Col- 
leges, there are a great number in the United States 
that give a sufficient qualification to their graduates to 
enable them to be registered here, in fact only one or 
two Colleges in the United States have less than a three 
year curriculum, but as we have never bad any applica- 
tion from gradnates of any of these Colleges, we have 
never had the question raised. Under our Act it is left 
with the Manitoba Veterinary Association to recognise 
veterinary colleges, as we presume recognition means 
“recognition by this Association.” Among the Colleges 
hitherto recognised by us are the McKillip and Chicago 
Veterinary Colleges, McGill, and the Ontario Veterinary 
College prior to 1898. In future we will recognise 
graduates from the Ontario Veterinary College who 
graduate in this or subsequent years. 

On motion of Dr. Hinman, seconded by Dr. Golley, 
Drs. Taylor and Kombough were appointed auditors for 
the ensuing year. 

There being no further business before the woctiog, 
the Secretary read a paper sent in by Dr. F. J. Braund, 
of Boissevain, on Azoturia A brief discussion fol- 
lowed in which Drs. Martin and Gulley related their 
yang with various remedies in the treatment of the 

isease. 





The annual fee was fixed at two dollara as here- 
tofore. 
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The meeting then adjourned until the evening, when 
a banquet was held in the Manitoba Hall, the vice- 
president, Dr. Irwin, taking the chair in the absence of 
the President. Some twenty-five sat down including, 
besides the members of the Association, the following 
Inspectors of the Federal Meat Inspection Department : 
_ Bell, Ross, Cameron, Walsh, Snider, English and 

onyo. 

After the good things had been disposed of, the Chair- 
man an rng the health of the King, which was duly 
honoured, the compaxy rising and singing “ God save 
the King.” 

Papers were then read by Dr. Martin on a case of 
Tenotomy ; by Dr. Dunbar on “ Professional etiquette ” ; 
Y Dr. Cameron on “Opsonic Therapeutics” ; by Dr. 

cGilvray on “ Recent Advances in Veterinary Know- 
ledge” ; by Dr. ‘Torrance on “Some Personal Experi- 
ences with cases of Inguinal and Ventral Hernia.” 

Several of the papers elicited a lively discussion, and 
the members felt that the time had been well spent. 

It was decided to hold the semi-annual meeting in 
Winnipeg, final arrangements to be left in the bands of 
the Council. The meeting then adjourned. 

F. Torrance, D.V.8., Sec., Treas. and Registrar. 








EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held at the Royal Hotel» 
Norwich, on Tuesday, Feb. 23. The members first 
lunched together under the presidency of Mr. W. M. 
Reeman, Bury St. Edmunds. ‘The other members 
present were: Messrs. W. Shipley, Yarmouth; S. Smith, 
sen. and junr., Lowestoft ; A. Holl, New Buckenham ; 
W. L. Little, Yarmouth; ‘I’. E. Auger, Wymondha- ; 
A.S. Anger, Saxmundham ; F. M. Wallis, Halstead ; 
J. Godbold, Stowmarket ; J. Barr, Acle; W. Waters, 
Blotield ; F. B. O. Taylor, Weston ; R. Howard, Thet- 
ford ; H. P. Standley, Norwich ; G. Mayall, Norwich ; 
and J. Robertson, Hon. Sec., Stalham. 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were received 
from: Messrs. Horace Downe, Arthur Burgon, J. D. 
Overed, F. L. Gooch, E. A. Hudson, Prof. Hobday, 
J. Buckingham, J. Hammond, J. F. ‘tuurston, J. F 
Simpson, Sir John M‘Fadyean, P. Turner, J. Browning, 
E. Margarson, and W. Bower. 


Accounts. 

The annual statement of accounts was presented, and 
the Hon. Sec. stated that there was a balance at the 
bank of £17 Os. 11d. and £2 12s. 6d. cash in hand. The 
total balance to the good was rather larger than at this 
time last year. 

Mr. Hott moved the adoption of the accounts, which 
was seconded by Mr. S. Smith, senr., and carried. 

The minutes of last meeting were passed on the motion 
of Mr. F. M. Wallis. 

New MEMBERs. 

Mr. Love, of Paston, was elected a member of the 
Society, on the motion of Mr. Shipley, seconded by Mr. 
Robertson. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. William 
Wallace Kerr, of East Dereham, who desired to be 
elected a member. Mr. Holl nominated him for election 
at the next meeting, Mr. Shipley seconded, and this was 
agreed to. 

Vote or CoNDOLENCE. 

All the members then rose and the President referred 
to the sad loss the Society bad sustained by the death 
of Mr. J. Pollock. It was his sad duty to prop»se a vote 
of sympatby with Mrs. Pollock and other relatives. Mr. 
Pollock was one of the oldest members of their Society, 





and his fine presence would be greatly missed at their 
meetings. He had been their President, and had rend- 
ered valuable assistance in their discussions. He had 
also helped the profession in various ways. He expended 
a very great deal of time and ingenuity and wuch money 
on perfecting certain instrnments, which he hoped 
would be of great assistance to them in their most 
difficult cases, and much gratitude was due to him for 
his efforts in this direction. He moved that an express- 
ion of their sympathy be sent to Mrs. Pollock and the 
members of bis family. This was carried in silence. 

The Hon. Sec. added that a letter of condolence was 
also sent to Mrs. Wragg. A wreath was forwarded to 
Mrs. Pollock on behalt of the members, from whom he 
received the following acknowledgment :—“ Mrs. John 
Pollock desires to acknowledge with gratitude the kind 
enquiries and generous expressions of sympathy ex- 
tended to her in her great bereavement, and for floral 
tribute. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS IN ARREAR. 

The Hon. Sec. brought forward the names of five 
gentlemen whose subscriptions were in arrear, and asked 
if they should be retained on the list of members, 

Mr. STANDLEY said they had been previously written 
to, but no reply was received. 

Mr. Barr asked if they attended the meetings and 
was informed they had not. He then moved that the 
names be struck off. 

Mr. WALLIs proposed that they be written to and in- 
formed that unless the subscriptions due were paid their 
names would be struck off. This he said would give 
them a chance to remain on if they wished. 

Mr. S. SMITH, junr., seconded, and Mr. Barr having 
withdrawn his proposal, Mr. Wallis’ resolution was 
agreed to. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The PRESIDENT proposed that Mr. H. P. Stranpzey, 
of Norwich, be President for the ensuing year. 

The Hon. Sec. seconded. 

Mr. STANDLEY said he must decline the honour, at all 
events {cra year or two. There were senior members 
who could much better occupy the chair. 

The PRESIDENT said this was only natural modesty, 
but Mr. Standley had fulfilled the secretarial duties so 


‘|admirably that it was only right the honour of the 


Presidency should be conferred upon him. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. Shipley proposed Mr. ARTHUR 
Hot asa vice-president. Mr. Reeman seconded. He 
a also propose Mr. J. Simpson. Mr. Hull seconded 
this. 

It was resolved the Vice-presidents be Mr. Reeman, 
Mr. Simpson, and Mr. Holl. 

Commuttee.—There were three vacancies on the Com- 
mittee. Mr. A. S. Auger proposed Mr. G. Mayaty. Mr. 
Wallis seconded. 

Mr. Godbold proposed Mr. A. S. Aucer. Mr. Ree- 
man seconded. 

The Hon. Sec. proposed Mr. W. L. Lirrie. Mr. Auger 
seconded. 

All three gentlemen were elected to the new Com- 
mittee, which consist of Messrs. T. E. Auger, J. K. 
Gooch, R. Howard, F. B. O. Taylor, 8. Smith, Sen., G. 
Mayal), A. S. Auger, and W. L. Litile. 

Auditors.—-The President proposed Mr. W. SHIPLEY 
as auditor in place of the late Mr. Pollock. The Hon. 


and both these gentlemen were then appointed. 
ro- 
Bee. 
and Treasurer. 


Sec. seconded. 

Mr. Wallis proposed the re-election of Mr. P. TURNER, 

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.—-Mr. 8. Smith, Sen., 
posed the re-election ot Mr. J. RoBERTSON as Hon. 

Mr. SHIPLEY, seconding, said that Mr. Robertson bad 
been just apprenticed to it, and he was such an apt pupil 
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that he felt sure the success of the Society was 
assured. 

The resolution was carried with enthusiasm, and the 
Hon. Sec. said that if they could find no one better he 
would try to do his best, but he was rather awkwardly 
placed, and might not be able to attend all their 
meetings. 

TECHNICAL Papers IN Lay JOURNALS. 


The Hon. Sec. said he had communicated with Mr. 
Hunting as to the publication in Farm and Home of 
Mr. Heatley’s paper read at their Bury St. Edmunds 
meeting, and received the following reply :— 


“§ Halkin Place, Belgrave Square. 
Dear Sir,—I beg to say I have no idea who ‘P. B’ 
in the Farm and Home may be. I also do not know 
from whence they obtained their information.—Yours 
truly, WILu1aAM HuntIna.” 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


The Hon. Sec. said he had forwarded their recent 
resolution to the veterinary societies and to the Council. 
He read the various replies received. [These have 
already appeared in the reports of the Society’s meet- 
ings. 

a) SHIPLEY said he was present at the Regis‘ration 
Committee when this subject was brought forward. The 
Registration Committee were entirely in accord with the 
resolution. In fact it was their opinion before, but they 
found it impossible to act in any case unless the full 
particulars were sent up for their consideration. Where 
members knew an unqualified man was representing him- 
self to be a veterinary surgeon, then it would be a clear 
case. He quite admitted there would be very great 
difficulties in proving this, but the Registration Com- 
mittee would be able to deal with such a case. 


AMALGAMATION OF VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


The Hon. Src. read the following letter received from 
the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Society : 


“ Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. Feb. 15th. 

Dear Sir,—At a meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan 
Veterinary Medical Society held in Edinburgh on Wed- 
nesday, January 27th, 1909, the following resolution was 
passed, viz., ‘That this Society is in favour of the prin- 
ciple of amalgamation of veterinary societies, and that 
a circular letter be sent to the veterinary societies of the 
United Kingdom asking for an expression of their 
views.’ I should feel obliged if you will place this 
before your Society at its first meeting and let me have 
a copy of any resolution which may be passed with refer- 
ence thereto.—Yours truly, 

A. Gorton, Hon. Sec.” 


The Hon. Sec. added that he had an enquiry from 
The Veterinary News as to the number of members and 
the subscriptions paid, and he replied that they had 59 
members at half-a-guinea per annum. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said this was a matter of very great 
interest to the profession, and it was raised ten or twelve 
years ago, but then failed. The idea was to amalgamate 
all veterinary societies with the National or some other 
general society, so that there might be a combination, 
all the local associations being linked together and affilia- 
ted with a central organisation which would consolidate 
their strength. He went to Leeds some years ago and 
discussed it, but the scheme then fell through because 
they could not find a means of carrying it out. He was 
very much in favour of it because in this way they 
would be brought more into contact with subjects of 
interest and benefit to the profession, which was very 
desirable. He hoped a resolution would be passed that 
they favoured the idea. 





Mr. Watts said he was agreed that it was a good 
thing, but what wonld it entail in extra sub:criptions? 

Mr. Surpuey said it failed before because the societies 
were not sufficiently strong financially, but since that 
time there had been a considerable growth of local asso- 
ciations and their funds had increased. He understood 
that The Veterinary News was trying to arrange a con- 
ference on the subject and invited an expression of 
opinion from the associations. They could say that 
they were generally in favour of the idea of amalgama- 
tion. 

Mr. WALLts said he would propose this. It was a 
— idea if the details could be worked out satisfac- 
torily. 

Mr. T. E. AuGer seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 

The Hon. Sec. was directed to reply that the Eastern 
Counties V.M.S. was in agreement with the idea of 
amalgamation, and would be glad to do anything to 
help on its development. 


SALE oF INSTRUMENTS. 


The circular letter from the Royal Counties Veteri- 
nary Medical Association was read. 


The PRESIDENT said they discussed this matter in 1905 
and a letter was sent to Messrs. Arnold & Son, who 
replied to the effect that they did nothing of the kind, 
but instruments seemed to be sold to anybody. 

Mr. WALLIs asked why instruments were exposed at 
shows if they could not be sold to anyone. 

The PrestDENT said he didn’t see that they could do 
anything. 

Mr. WaLLIs moved that the Secretary reply that 
while in sympathy with the resolution they felt they 
could do nothing. This was carried. 


Honorary SHow APPOINTMENTS. 


The Prestpent said he had seen mentioned in The 
Veterinary Record of veterinary surgeons acting as 
honorary officials at shows where there were stalls for 
the sale of patent medicines, and it was suggested that 
no veterinary surgeon should act where these were 
allowed, 

Mr. WALLIs said that when they went toa dog show 
they saw “Spratts” everywhere. They supplied the 
benches, etc. 

Mr. Surprey said he thought it ridiculous for any 
member to act as hon. veterinary surgeon to any institu- 
tion. 

Mr. WALLiIs said it was a good deal better to take a fee. 


CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Mr. Surprey said the Agricultural Benevolent Insti- 
tution and the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
were well worthy of support. Their funds were rather 
low, so they must be careful, but he wonld move that 
donations of two guineas be ‘given to the Victoria Bene- 
volent Fund and two guineas to the Agricultural 
Institution. Mr. Simpson had asked them to contribute 
also to the Wragg Memorial. Frank Wragg was one of 
the best, and the help he gave to veterinary societies 
they could not over-estimate. For the good service he 
had rendered to the profession something should be done 
or it would be a great shame. 

The PREsIDENT seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 

Mr. WALLIS proposed that three guineas be given to 
the Wragg Memorial Fund. The Hon. Sec. seconded. 

Mr. MAYALL said he did not want to sound any dis- 
cordant note. De mortuis nil nisi bonum. In this life 
we all did things we ought not to do and left undone 
those things we ought to do. It was only human 
nature. Mr. Wragg’s personal qualities and the great 
good he did asa genial con and supporter of veteri- 
nary societies, having the best interests of the profession 
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at heart, forbade him saying ap way ge me But 
in connection with one of the offices Mr. Wragg held he 
would like to say something and see the matter taken 
up by his successor with a view to the revision and 

ibly the alteration of the bye-laws of the Royal 
Bollege. One reads thus, “ Three members of the body 
corporate shall be the trustees of the College.” Mr. 
Wragg was a trustee and treasurer for 25 years. 
Another bye-law reads, “ All moneys belonging to the 
R.C.V.S. except such sum as the Council shall from 
time to time deem necessary for current expenses, should 
be invested in Consolidated Bank annuities of Great 
Britain and other Government securities, mortgages, or 
real securities in England and Wales, or heritable 
property in Scotland, or in bonds, mortgages, or deben- 
tures of incorporations or incorporated companies paying 
dividends on their ordinary stock in accordance with 
Section 17 of the Charter of 1876, and the law for the 
time being applying to the investment of trust funds in 
the names of the trustees of the College or of the 
College itself where practicable.” The bye-laws were 
plain, and the latter gave trustees very wide powers of 
investment. Most of them knew that the duties of a 
trustee were chiefly two. One was security of the 
trust fund and the other to obtain the best income 
possible from the trust fund compatible with the 
security. Napoleon said God is on the side of the 
biggest battalions, not battalion, and a worldly wise 
proverb says there is safety in numbers. The larger 
the trust fund and the more diverse the wisely con- 
sidered trust investments, the better income would the 
College receive. He contended that a much better 
investment than Consols, producing to-day the magnifi- 
cent interest of 2 per cent. and saleable only at a great 
loss could have been found for the £8,000 capital of the 
R.C.V.S._ Two Societies that are quite subordinate, the 
Victoria Benevolent and the Veterinary Benevolent and 
Mutual Defence Association both derived a better rate 
of interest from their investments. In supporting a 
grant of three guineas to the Wragg Memorial Fund, 
he would like it to go forth than any man who took Mr. 
Wragg’s position should look into the matter of this 
£8,000 capital of the R.C.V.S., from which they ought 
to get from 3 to 34 per cent. but which is now only 
yielding 2} per cent. 

The resolution was carried. 


COUNCIL CANDIDATE. 


The Hon. Sec. said he had received a letter from 
Mr. Simpson, who could not be present, in which he 
said that they could not do better than support their 
old friend, Mr. Shipley, to represent the Eastern 
Counties on the Council. The Hon. Sec. said he quite 
agreed that they could not havea more useful repre- 
sentative. 

Mr. Wattts said this advice was kind but quite 
unnecessary. They would all support Mr. Shipley and 
he moved accordingly.—Mr. RoBEeRTSON seconded. 

Mr. Surpuey said that if it was the wish of the 
members he would stand again and he had in fact been 
nominated. He had great interest in veterinary politics, 
and they knew his opinions very well. He had reason 
to believe that he would have the support of other 
veterinary medical associations with which, in previous 
years, they had combined. There should be a word said 
on the Cuuncil for the country practitioner as well as 
for the town practitioner. 

The PrestDENT said that of course they would do 
their level best to forward the candidature of Mr. 
Shipley, but he did not agree with the nomination of 
candidates by local societies, because it made it very 
hard to get in any new blood. Every candidate should 
come forward on his own merits, and be quite untram- 
melled by association with any Society. ithout this 
system of voting by societies he believed members from 





the country district would have a better chance as 
candidates. 

The resolution was carried. 

Mr. WALLIs said that on the voting papers it was 
stated so many Council members were retiring and 
there were so many to be elected. Should members 
vote only for the three candidates put forward by the 
societies with which they were connected, or fill up the 
list? He had never been quite sure, but he always voted 
for the selected candidates and then filled up the list, 
making the best choice he could. 

The PRESIDENT said that as it was not a cumulative 
vote, the votes not used were lost. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said that with regard to the nomination 
of candidates by local societies, he would like to ask the 
President how else was it possible for a veterinary 
surgeon residing in the Eastern Counties to become a 
candidate for the Council and be elected. Unless a man 
had some society behind his back it was impossible. 
How were the abilities of a man residing in the country 
to be recognised without such a recommendation from 
his fellow members. A veterinary surgeon wherever 
located could only become known in his own district. 
How could he be known in north, west, and south for 
example, except through the societies by which the views 
of the profession were expressed. Individually they 
could do nothing, but through the associations they 
could formulate their opinions and in that way obtain 
the views of the profession collectively. No one voted 
for a candidate because he was an Eastern Counties 
man, ora man from any other district, but because of 
his capabilities and because some society said they knew 
he was a desirable man to represent them. He did not 
believe in a caucns, but with a small and distributed 
profession he could not see any other way of going to 
work. 

NEXT MEETING. 


Mr. WALLIS proposed that the summer meeting be 
held at Colchester, and said it was quite time Essex, 
which was a nice part of the world, had a visit. 

The PRESIDENT seconded and this was carried nem. con. 


THe Late SECRETARY. 


Mr. TayLor moved that the Society recognise the 
— work done by the late Secretary, Mr. H. P. Stand- 
ey, and said it was only fitting they should show him 
their appreciation. 

Mr. A. S. AuGER seconded. 

Mr. SHrpuey said that all the members of the Society 
were in sympathy with this, and invited Mr. Taylor to 
open a subscription list and oe | the matter through in 
time to make a presentation at the next meeting. 

Mr. TaYLor undertook to do this. 


EQUINE H2ZMOGLOBINURIA. 
By Srpney Smita, Jun., Lowestoft. 


Perhaps a few words of explanation are necessary be- 
fore I commence my paper. I hope that my choice of 
subject has not led anyone to think that it is one in 
which I have had | exceptional experience. I selec- 
ted Equine Hemoglobinuria becanse, although not a 
disease commonly met with in practice, it presents many 
interesting features, and notably in connection with its 
causation, one or two problems. [n dealing with the 
subject I intend to follow the usual lines and describe 
in succession the symptoms, duration and prognosis, 
post-mortem appearances, differential diagnosis, causa- 
tion and treatment. 

Hemoglobinuria, or azoturia as it is often called, is 
one of the oldest of equine diseases. It ie met with 
almost reap | under analogous circumstances, and 
attacks horses which resume work after a short period 
of rest. When the rest is a prolonged one, the resump- 
tion of work is unattended by such serious results, 
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It is also noteworthy that cases do not occur even 
after a short resting-period, if during such time the horse 
has been unwell, and in consequence unwilling or unable 
to eat his usual quantity of food. 

Thus it will be obvious that cases of hemoglobinuria 
are most likely to occur when a full working diet is 
given during a temporary period of inactivity. 

Symptoms.—At a variable time after leaving the 
stable, usually 15 to 30 minutes, the horse manifests 
symptoms of stiffness or even lameness in one or both hind 
legs. The attack may be very sudden, and the animal 
may fall to the ground and be quite unable to rise. 
Profuse sweating, increased respiration, and struggling 
are evidences of the severity of the attack. In other 
cases the symptoms are more gradual in the incidence, 
and the horse is able to return to his stable. 

If the muscles of the loin and croup are felt, it is 
found that they are unusually hard, and distinctly pain- 
ful to the touch. Apparently the muscle tissue is in a 
condition of spasm or cramp. 

Occasionally there is a paralysis of other parts of the 
body, such as one foreleg, the muscles of the shoulder, 
or possibly those of the neck. The skin over the affected 
muscles is higher in temperature and somewhat 
thickened. 

The urine is abnormal in colour, and the discolora- 
tion may vary in intensity from red to dark brown or 
black. This is due to hemoglobin and methemoglobin 
in solution, a pigment in the form of fine granules. If 
some blood is drawn off and examined it is found to be 
dark and rather like tar. The serum from coagulated 
blood is red-tinged from the hemoglobin it contains. 
High temperature is not frequent, but the pulse is 
generally accelerated, and often hard and irregular. 
Retention of urine and constipation, the result of de- 
creased peristalsis, are commonly observed. 

Duration and Prognosis.—The course of the disease 
is generally an acute one ; in favourable cases recovery 
takes place in about two or three days, and is complete. 
Not infrequently, however, relapses occurs, and recovery 
is in consequence delayed or possibly obviated. 

No immunity is conferred on the horse by an attack 
successfully resisted. There is a distinct tendency 
towards recurrence under similar conditions. Severe 
cases of the disease do not often terminate in immediate 
or complete recovery. The most common sequel is a 
loss of power in the hind quarters lasting for a con- 
siderable time. Muscular atrophy is noticeable, more 
especially in those muscles which were implicated in 
the attack. 

In cases which terminate fatally, paralysis becomes 
more and more pronounced, respiration is attended with 
greater difficulty, and the horse becomes semi-comatose. 
Death takes place from uremia, carbonic acid poisoning 
or cardiac paralysis. 

Post-mortem appearances.—The chief lesion demon- 
strable at post-mortem is in the muscles affected during 
life. The macroscopic features are in the direction of 
pallor of the muscular bundles, and sometimes numer- 
ous minute hemorrhages. 

Microscopically examined, the muscle fibres present 
some interesting appearances. The first stage is pro- 
bably a coagulation of the sarcous substance, which is 
contemporary with the hardness of the muscles observa- 
ble during life. Some fibres are striated longitudinally, 
but not transversely. In others the striation has com- 
pletely disappear Again, the fibres may show dis- 
Integration, with leucocytes apparently engaged in re- 
moving the débris. 

Examination of the blood at post-mortem is unpro- 
ductive diagnostically, because coagulation Coes not 
occur. The spleen, liverand kidneys may be coagulated 
and sometimes there is an infiltration of the bone- 
marrow. 





Differential Du is.—Colic in some of its manifes- 
tations may simulate hemoglobinuria. There may 
cessation of peristalsis and prolonged recumbence. 
Examination of the urine, and pe of the lumbar 
muscles will suffice to make the distinction, and the 
history of the case is also of assistance. d 

Iliac Thrombosis is a condition which is sometimes 
difficult of diagnosis. In this case rectal exploration 
—_ to decide the question. 

pinal meningitis and spinal paralysis might also be 
mistaken for hemoglobinuria. In tetanus there is a 
firmness or spasm of the muscles, but that is practically 
the only point of resemblance. 

Causes. The chief predisposing cause is, as has been 
already stated, the feeding of the horse on a workin 
diet during a short period of rest. Chill is also mention 
as predisposing to an attack of the disease. 

wo theories have been advanced in explanation of 
the presence of hemoglobin in the blood plasma and 
urine. One theory asserts that as a result of cold or 
some irritant of the sensitive cutaneous nerves, muscular 
metabolism is increased to an abnormal extent. Tissue 
degeneration occurs and hemoglobin from the muscle 
fibre enters the blood stream and passes to the a 

The other theory is based on the belief that the 
hemoglobin results from the destruction of red blood 
corpuscles. Thus, in contradistinction to the muscle 
theory, it considers the pigment to be hematogenous in 


origin. 

The henomenon is attributed to the sudden destruc- 
tion of an inordinate accumulation of the red-cells. 
This excess results from a too generous diet when the 
horse is inactive, and metabolism camparatively torpid. 
When the horse resumes work the excess of corpuscles 
undergo rapid reduction and hemoglobin appears in the 
blood stream and subsequently in the urine. 

Blocking of the arterioles with finely granular hemo- 
globin is suggested as the explanation of the muscle 
lesion. 

Treatment.—Reduction of diet during the resting 
period, and daily exercise are the prophylactic measures 
obviously indicated. Attention should be paid to the 
stable ventilation, and neasures taken, where necessary, 
to ensure an a supply of fresh air, and in conse- 
quence an equable temperature. 

Very great difficulty is sometimes experienced in 
getting the horse back to his stable. It may be neces- 
sary to utilise a float, or, if that is impracticable, to 
secure stable room at the nearest possible place. 

The advisability of slinging depends upon the severit 
of the case. If the horse is unable to assist himself 
when in the slings, he is best left in the recumbent 

sition, and turned over at intervals. On the other 
om if the attack is of a milder tyne and the animal 
has control over his movements, anything which tends 
to relieve the legs of some of the weight is advan- 
tageous. 

It may be neceessary to withdraw the urine or stimu- 
late its expulsion. As peristaltic action is more or less 
suspended, a pnrgative is indicated. This may take the 
form of dose of physic, or a subcutaneous injection of 
physostigmine, with or without pilocarpine. 

The subsequent medicinal treatment is more or less a 
matter or opinion, but should have as its object the ex- 
cretion of the hemoglobin. The muscular hardness is 
generally treated by massage and stimulating liniments. 
Injections of veratrine or caffeine are also suggested. 

The most recent treatment of hemoglobinuria is the 
ermic injection of adrenalin 
chloride solution. The dose is 1 drachm every three 
hours in See eae, _ Oue - nent of the eed 
ment suggests the ition oO grain apomorpbin 
hydrochloride to the above. the method certain} 
seems worthy of an extended trial, and time alone 


oral administration or hy 














612 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 13, 1g09 





show whether the claims of its adherents are justifiable. 


Discussion. 


Mr. WaLuIs said they had cases of this kind, more 
 rashong mpd in cold weather, which he considered a great 
actor in the disease. He recently had a hunter brought to 
his place that suddenly went lame on the foreleg coming 
from the kennels, and he gave a very guarded answer 
to the master who followed it in, but there could be no 
doubt this was what it was ye from. The great 
trouble was to get them into a stable before they went 
down. He gave a dose of physic, and some external 
embrocation was also helpful. He had not tried 
adrenalin chloride, but would do so in future, as he had 
heard it very well spoken of. There were certain cases 
where with intervals of rest they could be travelled by 
ac stages. 

r. Bark said he took great interest in this class of 
case, as it was the first thing he had to deal with in his 
pupilage. At that time the treatment was todraw a 
tales of blood and give the usual dose of physic ; after 
that came chloral hydrate. In very severe cases recovery 
was almost impossible. He remembered an instance in 
which the muscles of the whole quarter were affected. 
The muscles were hard to deadness and the horse could 
move very little, but it did not go into convulsions. A 
dose of physic put it right. His cases were invariably 
in mares, and he could not recollect one in a horse. One 
veterinary surgeon told him that an ounce of bicarbonate 
of soda given every three hours generally effected a cure. 
He had himself always given a dose of physic and used 
chloral hydrate and been very hecenrse E 

Mr. MayYALt said he quite agreed with Mr. Smith as 
to recurrence of the disease. He had had one mare in 
for treatment five or six times, and the remarkable thing 
about it was she did not seem to get any worse. There 
must be some degeneration of muscular tissue, yet the 
mare recovered and was able to do her work after the 
attack. He had also seen cases where cessation of work 
was not always a feature, though this was rare, The 
animal, a mare was being fed on pulped beet. He did 
not know if there was any connection between this 
disease and redwater, but when cattle are affected with 
the latter the first thing is tostop the roots. He stopped 
the roots, gave a dose of physic, og the mare on good 
food, and she recovered. The pulse was not always the 
same as in colic. Sometimes they had uremia, and 
then they had dichrotic pulse. He had used bicarbonate 
of soda with success, and on the Continent the sulphate 
of soda was used as well in large doses. Some conti- 
nental men swore by sugar, giving half a pound to a 
pound with success. The object in giving bicarbonate 
was to make the blood as alkaline as Someta, 

The PRESIDENT described a case in which the muscu- 
lar atrophy was confined to the triangular space above 
the stifle. He had a very fat cart mare which he had 
to leave lying down for two or three days, then he put 
her in slings, and in a short time the muscles above the 
stifle seemed to waste completely. This atropby per- 
sisted for months, but he blistered and fired the muscles 
and she made a good recovery. A hackney which ex- 
hibited the same symptoms of paralysis of the hind ex- 
tremities also took three or four months to recover, 
during which the muscles gradually filled up. 

Mr. SMITH, 8EN., said he had had a large of number of 
cases, and thiee last month. One wasa mare that had 
had three or four previous attacks, but generally in a 
mild form and soon recovered. Inanother case to which 
he was called, he found the mare down and was told she 
was griped. She was quite unable to rise and he found 
it was aroturia, but the peculiar thing was that he found 
on examination both her hind legs fractured just above 
the hock. No doubt in attempting to rise she fell on 
one and then on the other. 


Mr. GopsoLp said he had had mild cases and after 
having a dose of physic and a couple of days rest they 
got alright. He noticed wasting of the muscles on the 
top of the loins about a month afterwards. He did 
nothing to them and it came right in three months. He 
saw no good in putting sheepskins on the back or blister- 
ing. Generally the first symptom was shortness of 
breath and sometimes the attack passed off almost imme- 
diately. 

Mr. A. S. AUGER said he did not think he could have 
diagnosed some of his milder cases correctly, as he put it 
down to azoturia. Another case which he took to be 
uremia, he treated with physic and bicarbonate of 
potash, which had been mentioned in The Veterinary 
Record, but death ensued in 50hours. He tried adrena- 
lin in another case of azoturia, but the horse was dead 
next morning. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said that in azoturia other parts of the 
body beside the hind limbs might be affected. If he 
had any suspicion he removed the urine and if it was 
dark and thick he was perfectly satisfied. It was a 
question how soon could they rely upon the urine as a 
diagnostic. He had seen cases were there was no dis- 
colouration and an hour later found it. Slinging was 
no use because it produced rupture of the muscular 
tissue, and in that way did more harm than good. 
Horses lying comfortably did not take any barm and 
almost invariably recovered. He would not hesitate in 
azoturia to give a lb. or $lb. dose immediately. The best 
treatment for atrophy of the muscles was to get the 
animal to some light work. He recalled a case in which 
the muscles of the femur and pelvis atrophied to a 
skeleton, but the horse completely recovered. 

Mr. LitTLE said he would like to have heard Mr. 
Smith champion one of the theories he had described. 
No one was altogether satisfied as to the cause of the 
disease. The indisputable fact was that the number of 
corpuscles was in excess of the normal, and after an 
attack was about normal. The hvemoglobin came into 
the blood in a fluid state from the decomposition of the 
excess of corpuscles in the blood before the attack. In 
the early stages blood letting was of benefit, though he 
believed this was the only disease in which it was bene- 
ficial. Two gallons might be taken from a strong 
healthy horse. It was not much use giving bicarbonate 
of soda in small quantities. He gave a dose of physic, 
and then bicarbonate four times a day in 4oz. or $lb. 
doses dependent on the size of the horse. Perhaps tour 
to five doses would suffice. In extreme cases where a 
horse was down he did not think they could save it. 
The muscles were so bad that they would not support 
him and a horse would die from exhaustion through 
lying. Hedid not think the weather was the cause of 
the disease, but simply that the animal could not work 
in frost, but stopped in the stable and filled its belly and 
thus they got a state of things that caused this disease. 
He was not certain what caused the pain in these cases, 
whether spasm of the muscles or what it was. 

The PRESIDENT said he wondered whether the action 
of the overcharged blood on the heart might cause 
sweating and shortness of breath. 

Mr. TaYLor said that some seemed to think tbat if 
a horse was down and unable to rise it was a fatal case. 
He knew a pony that went down on Mondsy morning 
and lay till Friday morning, but in the aiternoon it got 
up, and was still alive though this happened ten years 
ago. He knew snother case in which there was 
tremendous wasting of the muscles. When it got up 
and walked it nearly fell down on being touched. He 
advised it should be blistered and turned out to grass, 
and it was stil] alive. 

Mr. SmitH, Jun., replying on the discussion, said he 
was very much obliged for the way in which his subject 





had been taken up, and it would be an inducement to 
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him to read another paper at some future time. As to 
whether the disease was more common in mares, he had 
not seen that point dealt with in the text books. 
Whether the <lisease was similar to lumbago in man 
was a debatable point, but the German name for 
hemoglobinuria was lumbago. Did Mr. Mayall think 
there was any similarity in the histology of the two 
diseases? It was the irony of fate that he was away 
when the interesting cases related by his father occurred. 
He would not consider the disease extremely fatal, and 
he agreed also with Mr. Shipley that the appearance of 
the disease in other parts of the body than the hind- 
quarters was common. As to the discolouration of the 
urine, he thought it would be ob-ervable a compara- 
tively short time after the attack. The discolouration 
only was abnormal, because the reaction was practically 
alkaline and the specific gravity was normal. He did 
not consider himself sufficiently experienced to cham- 
pion either of the two theories. The blood theory was 
most feasible. Mr. Auger asked why an attack occurred 
after exercise. The explanation seemed to be that 
while the horse is inactive and feeding on a working 
diet, more corpuscles formed than are destroyed. and in 
consequence of this excess, when the horse is taken out 
the extra strain upon the metabolism causes an excess 
of corpuscles to be destroyed. There is then such an 
interference with the animal’s functions as to present 
the symptoms diagnosed as this disease. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Smith 
for his paper, on the proposition of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Robertson, and the meeting ended 
with a simllar compliment to the President, proposed by 
Mr. Wallis, and seconded by Mr. Smith, Sen. 








[IRISH CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting was held at the Hamman Hotel, 
Dublin, on Monday, the 8th February, at 8 o’clock. Mr. 
Howard (president) in the chair, and the following 
members were present: Messrs. J. McKenny, M. Hed- 
ley, J. J. Parkinson, E. C. Winter, T. B. Mulcahy, J. 
Holland, C. Allen, J. W. Nolans, and A. Watson. The 
following visitors were also present: Messrs. W. H. 
Wilkinson, C. Jones, R. W. Flannery, R. B. Freeman, W. 
T. Ferguson, and W. H. Bradley. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from Messrs. 
— Gray, Deasey, Ryan, Mahony, Purcell, Jarratt, 
Byrne, Moffett, and Thompson. 

A letter was read from Mr. P. J. Simpson, Secretary 
of the Royal Counties Veterinary Association, giving a 
copy of a resolution with reference to the sale of veteri- 
nary instruments. It was decided to leave the matter 
over till the general business was taken up. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—-Mr. Watson proposed that the present 
occupier of the Chair + el continue to occupy it for 
another year. He had fulfilled all the duties appertain- 
ing to that office to the entire satisfaction of all. 

Mr. McKenny seconded the motion, Mr. Winter sup- 
ported it, and Mr. Howarp was unanimously re-elected. 

Mr. Howarp said he thought it was a mistake to have 
one person ocenpying the chair for the second term. He 
thought the honours ought to go round, but he 
thoroughly appreciated the compliment paid him by re- 
turning him for another year. 
_ Secretary.—The President said the hon. secretary, Mr. 
Cieary, had done good work, and he thought they 
should elect him for another Doo and promised to 
increase his salary if he improved. 





Mr. Cieary said he could not accede to their request. 
When Mr. Howard was the Secretary he thought he 
was the worst secretary he ever met, but now be 
believed that he himself was much worse. It took him 
so long to get out all the reports etc. that toa great 
extent he had failed all along the line. He pro 
Mr. Watson as secretary. Mr. Watson might have 
some difficulty about attending the meetings at Cork or 
Ballinasloe, but in such cases they could easily appoint 
a locum tenens. He (Mr. Cleary) was bound to be at 
the meetings. He considered Mr. Watson was the right 
“em for the secretaryship, and he therefore proposed 

im. 

Mr. McKeEnny seconded the motion, but said Mr. 
Cleary should withdraw all he had said about his own 
unworthiness for the post, and simply resign, under 
such condition he suggested they should elect Mr. 
Watson, who would prove a very good secretary. 

Mr. WINTER supported the proposition. 

Mr. Watson said he was one of the most over- 
worked members of the profession in Dublin. Hecould 
not possibly attend the meetings in Ballinasloe or Cork 
on account of the expense and loss of time, of course 
this could be overcome by the /ocum tenens, and if the 
members thought he could do anything for the good of 
the Association by taking a sort of assistant secretary- 
ship to Mr. Cleary he would be very pleased to do so. 

The PRESIDENT said it had been proposed that Mr. 
Watson should take up the Secretaryship, and that Mr. 
Cleary or somebody else should act at any meetings 
which Mr. Watson was unable to attend. They would 
promise to consider the question of salary when they 
saw how he got on. He therefore declared Mr. Watson 


-| elected as Secretary, and called upon him to take up bis 


duties. 

Mr. Watson thanked the members very sincerely for 
the honour they had conferred on him. 

Treasurer.—Mr. McKenny proposed the re-election of 
Mr. Hearty (Midleton) as Treasurer, and Mr. Cleary 
seconded. Mr. Watson suggested that they should ex- 
amine the balance sheet before they proceeded with the 
election. 

The PreEstpENT said considering that they had not 
received a writ from the sheriff or anything like that, 
they might give Mr. Healy another opportunity of 
minding their money for another year. 

Mr. Healy was declared elected as Treasurer. 

The PREsIDENT announced that according to Mr. 
Healy’s books the Association had balance of £31 12s, 2d. 

Some discussion took place about auditing the books. 

Mr. HepLey proposed that it should be done by a 
public auditor, and that the expenses should not exceed 
one guinea. 

Mr. Carr seconded this proposition, and it was 
adopted. 

Mr. HEDLEy asked where the money was. 

Mr. CLEary said it was in the hands of Mr. Healy. 

Mr. HEDLEY said that was not very satisfactory, and 
suggested that the money should be banked. 

It was decided to ask Mr. Healy to get the books ex- 
amined by an auditor in Cork. 

Mr. HEDLEY proposed that the money should be 
lodged in the National Bank in the name of their 
Association, and that the Secretary and Treasurer for 
the time being should sign all the cheques. The pro- 
position was seconded, and unanimously adopted. 

The Secretary was instructed to convey the wishes of 
the meeting to Mr. Healy. 

Council.—Mr. escnge yd proposed the re-election of 
the present members of the Council: Messrs. Holland, 


Byrne, Winter, McKenny, and Mahony.—Mr. Watson 
seconded the proposition with the addition of Messrs. 
Muleahy, Purcell, and Cleary. All these gentlemen 





were declared elected, 








614 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 13, 1909 





- Same diseussion took place about the working of the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order. 

Mr. Watson suggested that Mr. McKenny should tell 
them what the Veterinary Medical Association of Ire- 
land was doing in the matter, because he cnsidered it 
was a matter in which they should act in unison. 

Mr. McKenny said the Veterinary Medical Association 
of Ireland had passed a resolution to the effect that they 
should ask the various medical bodies, the College of 
Surgeens, the College of Physicians, the Irish Medical 
Council, and the Local Government Board to receive 
deputations from their Association. The College of 
Surgeons had received their deputation with very great 
kindness and sympathy, and as far as they could learn 
thought it derogatory for one of their members to hold 
these appointments. They were to attend at the College 
of Physicians next Friday, and he ho the result of 
their efforts would be that they would see their wishes 
would be acted on. 

Mr. Watson said they had heard what action had been 
taken by the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
in this matter. On last Friday he had a conversation 
with a medical gentleman on the subject, and this 

ntleman agreed with him inthe matter. This medical 

tiend is » member of the Irish Medical Association, 
which was composed of all the doctors holding dispen- 
saries in Ireland. He told him that the members of 
that Association were against taking these positions,and 
they had resented it, but the positions were being 
gradually forced upon them. The worst of it all was, 
that the emolument was so dreadfully small that it was 
akin to adding injury to insult to take them. He (Mr. 
Watson) thought it would be very desirable that they 
should write a letter to this Medical Association stating 
their views, and placing their protest before them. It 
would give the Medical Association greater power, and 
strengthen their hands in protesting against this Order, 
and the taking up of these appointments. He thought 
this was a matter of great importance, and might be 
dealt with effectively by the two Associations either 
jointly or separately. He would propose that the Asso- 
ciation should authorise the President or the Secretary 
to state their views ina letter to their Irish Medical 
‘Association, and as that Medical Association were 
meeting the next evening, he suggested that they should 
take prompt action. 

Mr. HEDLEy said the subject was a very important one 
but he was against taking isolated action. They should 
take united action with the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, and the North of Ireland Association ; any letter 
they sent should be signed by the Secretaries of the 
three Associations, and it would be very easy to do this. 

Mr. McKenny agreed with this and said they had 
already acted in that way in the choice of their deputa- 
tions, and he had written on behalf of the three Associa- 
tions. 

Mr. Watson said as the matter was so very urgent, 
and should not admit of any delay, he had drafted out a 
letter which, with the permission of the President, he 
would read for their approval. 

After some discussion it was decided to send the letter 
with the signatures of the Secretaries of the three Asso- 
ciations. 

To the Hon. Secretary Irish Medical Association. 

Dear Sir,—-We are directed by the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland, to place before you their views 
on the impropriety of medical men taking positions as 
Inspectors under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
(Ireland) Order, 1908. Should your Association agree 
with our.views on the matter, we would, with great 
respect ask you to take such steps as will prevent any 

farther appointments being accepted by your profes- 
sional brethren under the Order referred to, and, where 
practical, to urge those. who have taken these positions 





to show their allegiance to professional esprit de corps 
by resigning them. 

Firstly. We maintain that the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 1908, is made under 
powers granted by the Contagious Dieeases (Animals) 
Act, 1878. Now this Act has been enforced by Veteri- 
nary Surgeons for many years past, with admitted 
success in the eradication of pleuro-pneumonia, glanders, 
farcy, foot and mouth disease, rabies, etc. We therefore 
claim that we are still entitled to enforce its provisions, 
We also claim that our professional training entitles us 
exclusively to execute its statutory obligations. 

Secondly. The fact of accepting appointment as an 
Inspector under the Order implies a fitness to enforce 
it. Wesay that the Order requires expert knowledge 
of cattle diseases for its enforcement, and that veteri- 
narians are therefore a necessity for its execution. 
Medical men do not ordinarily specialise in cattle 
disease, and therefore are not in a position to deal with 
them. By offering opinions on the diseases of cattle 
they become charlatans, and is not empiricism under 
all conditions to be deprecated by your body ? 

Thirdly. The whole question of housing, feeding and 
proper hygiene of cattle and cowsheds can be best 
handled by those who have received specialised educa- 
tion in the subject, and we claim that veterinarians 
alone are in this position, and that medica] men by 
taking these positions enter a province where they can- 
not be considered as experts, and thus their opinions on 
these subjects are liable to be challenged and may be 
negatived, and this would refiect unfavourably on them. 

Fourthly. Medical men by taking these appointments 
enter into competition with the veterinary surgeons, and 
we submit this competition is unfair and unjustifiable. 

And further we postulate that the successful study of 
the origin of disease and prophylaxis can only be success- 
fully prosecuted by the cumbination of medical and 
veterinary experts acting in collaboration and in har- 
mony. Anything that will tend to upset this unity 
of purpose ought to be discountenanced, and we contend 
that medical men entering into our provinces of activity 
and emolument tends in this direction. 

If we might be allowed the comparison, we would say 
that the medical profession is the strongest trades union 
possibly existing in the world, and no body resents in- 
trnsion into its work more than medical men, and 
correctly so, but surely they ought to mete out justice to 
those of another profession, and if they do so they must 
concede that the duties under the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops’ (Ireland) Order, 1908, are for veterinary 
surgeons, and not for them. 

lt is also, we submit, contrary to nice feeling for 
medical officers to associate the sick room and cow byre. 

In conclnsion, we trust that you will take our com- 
munication as it is meant in a spirit of equity and broad 
fraternity, and free from all arrogance and contention 
on our part.—Believe us, yours truly, 

The Irish Central Veterinary Association. 

Hon. Sec., Municipal Buildings, Cork Hill, Dublin. 

The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland. 

Hon. Sec., 116 Stephen’s Green, Dublin. 
The North of Ireland Veterinary Association. 
Hon. Sec., Tho Abattoir, Belfast. 


N.B.—In the event of your accepting our version of 
the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order 
of 1908, might we adumbrate a scheme of correction, by 
your influential body protesting against being asked to 
act under it, and by your entering a protest against 
doing so to the Local Government Board, and your 
licensing bodies—-the R.C.S.I. and R.C.P-I., and the 
University. 


Mr. HeEDtEy said there was no time like the present 
in the history of their profession when the ball was so 
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much at the toe of the kicker. They had been very 
slowly but still gradually pushing and making movable 
what had looked to be immovable for a very long time. 
The veterinary profession was making itself known as 
an expert body, and the letter of Mr. Watson would do 
no harm. It was very much on the lines of what had 
already gone to the Medical Council, and the other pro- 
fessional bodies which governed the medical profession 
in one phase or other—-physicians or surgeons. He was 
glad to know there was another body with whom they 
could co-operate. The dispensary doctors in some parts 
of the country had a very hard time, and he hoped they 
would be able to improve their lot. They had no right 
to enter into the profession of the treatment, medical 
or surgical, of the human being, and he considered they 
were equally well placed in asking that doctors should 
not enter into their domain. He felt sure good would 
follow from the expression of opinion contained in that 
letter to the dispensary medical offivers. He believed it 
would bring forth fruit probably more than four-fold. 

Mr. McKeEnny said he agreed with the letter all except 
one part, that said medical men could not be considered 
as experts in cattle diseases. He thought they should 
speak more plainly, and say that medical men knew 
nothing at all about the diseases of cattle. 

Mr. WINTER proposed that the letter should be made 
use of in the manner suggested by Mr. Hedley. He 
thought it would be impossible to improve the letter, 
which showed what an enormous loss Mr, Watson was 
to the Church or Bar. He suggested that the letter 
should be sent with the signatures of the secretaries of 
the three societies. 

Mr. Mutcany seconded Mr. Winter’s proposition. 

The PresipENT said before they passed away from 
this particular matter, he thought it was most important 
that they should get the co-operation of the medical 
world in Ireland to point out to the Local Government 
Board the absurdity of the practice that had been 
adopted by some of the Local Government Board in- 
spectors. Down in his county a Local Government 


Board inspector had advised the Councils that it was | pai 


not necessary to have either a medical man or a veteri- 
nary surgeon, it was suflicient to have the Relieving 
Officer of the district. This seemed to him to be at 
variance with the undertaking given by the Local 
Government Board to their deputation. 

Mr. HOLLAND understood that the deputation to the 
Local Government Board had been told that they would 
recommend veterinary surgeons for these positions. 

Mr. Mutcany said he bad been appointed as inspector 
under this Order in Clonmel, and found it was nearly 
impossible to-inspect all the dairies once a month and 
report. He did not know where his duties commenced 
orended. The duties were specified in the first instance 
by Dr. Brown for the sub-sanitary officer. He thought 
it was impossible for a veterinary surgeon to examine 
all the cows, etc., in the whole of a union, and none of 
them would have the time. 

Mr. Watson said this subject was under considera- 
tion, and they had asked the Local Government 
Board to receive another deputation, but the Board 
had asked them to pnt on paper any fresh matter they 
had to bring before them. He thought they should 
not show their hand, but wait until they got before 
the Board, and ther place before them the views they 
had just heard expressed. 

Mr. CLEARY agreed with Mr. Mulcahy that it would 
be nearly impossible for a veterinary surgeon to carry 
out all the requirements of the Order in a large rural 
district, such as his own in Co. Westmeath. 

Mr. Watson said the custom in Dublin was to have 
Sanitary [nspectors who did the rough work and re- 
ported any serious cases to him. In ay pees 
under the Public Health Act that came before a Judge 
or Magistrate he had to appear if expert evidence was 








| required. Under the Public Health Act. the duties of 


the sanitary officers were clearly defined, and it was the 
fault of Public Bodies if this Act was not enforced. If 
a sanitary officer saw a cow with a palpably sore udder 
he reported the matter to him, and he examined the 
udder. It was clearly the duty of every District Coun- 
cil to see that the provisions of the Order were put into 
operation. 

Mr. Carr said with regard to the inspection of the 
udder he bad inspected sixteen dairies that day without 
extra support, and he thought it should be a very large 
district that they would not be able to cope with. 

Mr. CLEARY said in the rural district of Mullingar 
they would require about 36 months in each year to carry 
out all the duties. 

Mr. HoLuanp said he would like to know if it was 
the duty of sanitary officers to inspect dairies, as he 
understood the sanitary officers had refused to do so at 
the salary. 

Mr. Watson said if they knew the law the Guardians 
could make the sanitary officers perform such duties as 
the cleanliness or otherwise of the cowbeds, cows, and 
as to the regular removal of manure. 

Mr. HoLiLanp would like to be sure on that point, as 
he was inclined to think Mr. Watson was not right. 

Mr. McKenny said this portion of their discussion 
should be deleted from their minutes and report. He 
was sure if the Local Government Board were with 
them that night for the last twenty minutes they would 
say there would be no use receiving a deputation: from 
veterinarians as they could not agree amongst them- 
selves. They did not seem to know whether they 
wanted the positions or not. He thought the great 
difficulty was not to specify the different duties of the 
sanitary officers and the veterinary surgeons. When 
they got the appointments they could teach the sanitary 
officers what their duties were. 

Mr. HEDLEy said they had gone into the subject very 
well, and he thought it was nearly time they closed the 
discussion and gave the essayist a chance to read his 


per. 
The PRESIDENT said the matter would be referred for 
further consideration to the joint committee of the 
Associations, and the members agreed to this. 


NOTES ON THE INSEMINATION OF MARES, 
By J. W. Nouans, M.R.C.VS. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In bringing before 
your notice to-night some notes on the insemination of 
mares, it is rather with the purpose of providing sub- 
ject matter for a good discussion than that I can ho 
to enlighten any member of this Association on the 
modus operandi. It is an operation that I have not 
heard discussed here, and we are approaching the time 
when we shall be called upon to perform it, and with 
the enormous prices realised by young thoroughbred 
stock—not to mention the loss sustained by owners of 
mares who pay such high fees as £100 to £300—it be- 
hoves us to do our utmost for our clients, and thus, I 
may say, not only gain the gratitude of your client 
but increase yonrincome. These few notes may, I hope, 
prove helpful for a discussion from which we all may 
learn something. 

By insemination we understand the artificial intro- 
duction of the semen of the sire into the uterus of the 
mare for the purpose of impregnating her. The object 
of this is to overcome defects and disease of structure, 
or junction of the vagina or os uteri, and to husband the 
services of the horse, for it 1s claimed that by insemina- 
tion sterility, due to defects of these parts, can be over- 
come, and as you know, mares that return frequently to 
the horse tell on his procreative powers, and owners of 
those horses, to save them from this unnecessary work, 
hail with delight the use of the inseminator. 
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The principal causes of sterility in mares that I have 
met with in practice are Contracted os, Malformed os, 
the os being situated low down or to one side or 
other, and deviating from a straight line through the 
vagina, a non-retaining vagina, the action of acid secre- 
tions of the vaginal mucous membrane destroying the 
spermatorzoa before they have time to reach the uterus. 

The first of these, contracted os, may be only tem- 
porary, and can be remedied by introducing the finger 
slowly in a rotary manner; but if permanent it is 
generally of schirrous origin. 

The second generally means that the os is not of the 
usual shape. ft may be elongated, crooked, conical, or 
may have some membrane obstructing it. A non-re- 
taining vagina means that the mare expels the seminal 
fluid immediately the horse comes off her, and is due 
to a short, muscular walled vagina. 

The first case of insemination, or supposed insemina- 
tion, that I witnessed was done by a farmer who kept 
three sires. It was about nine years ago, and he had 
been provided with a so-called inseminator sent him 
from abroad. It was just like an ordinary enema 
syringe with a very long nozzle. I was at this place on 
other business and was invited to witness the operation, 
which was done as follows: The mare having been 
served, the operator introduced his syringe (which was 
filthy dirty, evidently in use for the whole season with- 
out being washed) into the mare’s vagina, and pretended 
to draw up some of the seminal fluid and injected it 
back again—I suppose at the os, but certainly never put 
it into the os. A client of mine sent three mares to 
this same sire for service and all three aborted inside 
four months, and I knew of several others that were 
barren. From this I Jearned that cleanliness and strict 
antiseptic precautions were absolutely necessary for the 
successful insemination of mares. 

_ The instruments necessary are a vaginal speculum, an 
inseminator, of which there are two kinds—the straight 
metallic and the rubber, or certes, and a flash light 

With the vaginal speculum you can make a thorough 
examination of the vagina and os uteri and ascertain its 
exact situation, which [ have found varies very considera- 
bly, and owing to the position it occupies I have little 
doubt is the cause in many cases of the animal not be- 
coming impregnated in the ordinary manner. There- 
fore I make it a rule when called to attend mares 
always to examine the vagina beforehand with the 
speculum, which you have previously heated in water. 

Having examined your mare or mare and found the 

enitals healthy you have one mare served by the horse. 

generally allow the mare served by the horse to stand 
quietly by in a box for ten or fifteen minutes, and have 
@ man to watch her to see she does not eject the service 
and in the meantime put my instruments—vagina 
speculum and inseminator, into hot water, with a little 
antiseptic inthe water, and get them to a tepid heat. 

Opinions differ as to which is the best inseminator 
to use. If with the metallic inseminator, I introduce the 
7. into the vagina and depress the cup shaped 

stal end of it to collect the semen and then take up the 
full of the inseminator and inject per os into the uterus. 
If another mare or mares to be done, take up the full of 
the inseminator again and proceed as in the first case. 

It is my | necessary here to be careful when you 

introduce the speculum to keep the distal portion well 
depressed, as the mare may strain, and eject all the 
service through your speculum. 
__ _If the operation is done with the rubber inseminator 
it is not.necessary to use the speculum, but introduce 
your hand to carry in the nozzle of the inseminator and 
collect the seminal fluid and pass the nozzle into the 
uterus per os. 

In using either inseminator be certain you have the 
nozzle well into the uterus, and not caught in a fold of 
mucous membrane in the os, for if this is done the semen 





comes back again into the vagina, in which case the 
service is of course ineffective. 

Now as regards the semen a horse may give a mare, 
this varies very considerably both in quantity and consis- 
tency. In some cases I have had the horse on the mare 
three times before he passed any semen at all, and with- 
out the speculum one could not have known this. Again 
you may only have enough to do one mare. The most 
difficult to deal with was where the semen was so thick 
you could hardly inject it. 

In one case i had the mare voided all the seminai 
fluid the moment the horse yen off her—this the 
stallion owner told me she had done every time before. 
I procure a sterilised basin, and had an assistant to catch 
the semen (which should be carefully kept out of the 
light, as it has been found that light destroys the sper- 
matozoa much quicker than cold) I then injected some 
with the inseminator and the mare had a foal, and | 
had to again inseminate the mare this year. In all cases 
such as this the mare should be kept very quiet and 
standing for some hours after insemination. 

One case I had of a mare with a badly ruptured vagina 
on the superior wall. I found insemination most useful. 
It was almost impossible to allow coition but I insemi- 
nated her successfully from another mare. 

In favour of insemination I can record the cases of 
three aged thoroughbred mares that had been tried with 
several sires for two seasons without becoming impreg- 
nated. I was asked to inseminate them, which I did, 
once in each case, and all proved successful. The next 
year they were sent back to the same sires, and in each 
case served three times witkout being in foal, but were 
impregnated afterwards by the imseminator at the first 
attempt. ; 

Also I have inseminated two mares that although well 
in use would not allow the sire to jumpthem. One I 
witnessed myself when the horse made an attempt to 
jump on her she kicked and plunged violently, and 
with hobbles on threw herself down. This mare I 
successfully inseminated from another. 

Before inseminating it is absolutely essential to 
thoroughly cleanse out the vagina of all secretions, usin 
a sponge and warm water with a little Permanganate o 
potash dissolved in it. 

In all cases it is well to have a solution of Bicarbo- 
nate soda injected into the vagina a few hours previous 
to insemination, this will counteract any acidity in the 
vaginal canal or vagina. You may see on spectral ex- 
amination the os uteri completely occluded by thin folds 
of mucous membrane. In some cases it is well to 
have these curretted, but unlesss well developed they 
are better left alone as by the introduction of the 
nozzle of the inseminator and by making certain that 
it gets beyond these folds into the uterus the operation 
is unnecessary. If, in such cases the currette is not 
used, in my cpinion the mare should be inseminated 
on each occasion. 


DISEASED CONDITIONS. 


Some of the diseased conditions [ have met with were 
curable. 

Slightly ulcerated os is fairly common in old mares. 
found that by painting over with a weak solntion, say 
10 per cent. Argent nit. once a day, I could effect a cure 
in almost every case. Of course where the disease is 
too far advanced it is hopeless to try to effect a cure. 

Vaginal polypi can easily be removed by the ecraseur 
—where not too large or too numerous. [ have found 
quantities of these polypi round the os uteri, but never 
interfered with them. 

Uterine discharges are sometimes very troublesome 
and difficult to get rid of. 

I have had peg X neq results Irom the use of a 10 per 
cent. solution of lodine injected every third day, with 
Ferri iod. and Nux vomica given in y.- Some prac- 
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titioners use Hydrarg perchlor. to the strength of ! would not 
' cases, 
Nolans had spoken of cases where no semen was found. 


1-1000. 
Discussion. 

The PRESIDENT said the paper was perhaps the most 
important and interesting they had tefore them for a 
very long time, and he was sure every one present 
would be able to tell them something about the) 
subject. 

r. WINTER would not altogether criticise the paper, | 
because there was nothing in it that could be criticised. 
The author had touched npon every question that arose 
in this insemination business. But he would te 
of one or two experiences of his own at insemination. 

Last December he had a case of a mare that had not 
foaled for two years, and on examining he found the | 
vagina in a very bad state. He tried washing it out at, 
intervals of three days, and still the vagina kept in aj 
bad state with a yellow mucus coming from it. He} 
tried every remedy he knew—carbolic acid, glycerine, 
and several others, but found the disease was chronic: | 
He tried insemination. He conld see the semen from | 
the horse, but as faras he could make out there was no 
semen left in the vagina. He concluded there was no 
use proceeding with the mare, so he sent her home. 
With reference to the malformation of the os being 
turned to the right or left, he had a case in which it was 
turned upwards, and insemination was tried with un- 
successful results. 

He used the metallic inseminator and preferred it to 
the rubber one, because he found it easier te insert it 
into the os, but he did not use the speculum to pick up 
the semen, as the use of this instrument wovld be likel 
to cause the mare to reject the semen, and they woul 
have to wait for another time to put the horse on her. 
He had cases where the finger was inserted in the 
vagina, and it worked all right, but it was absolutely 
necessary that their hands should be perfectly clean. 

He did not apdrove of the injection of antiseptics, for 
they might do harm with them, but it was absolutely 
necessary that the animal should be in sound condition. 
Ninety out of every hundred canses of failure were due 
to the condition of the horses. He thought an antiseptic 
was not necessary if their instruments were kept 
thoroughly clean: certainly he would not use a 
strong one. 

He had a pretty good experience of keeping stallions, 
and he recognised the importance of the subject to the 
owners of stallions, as well as the owners of mares. 
If a good many mares proved barren, the stallion got 
a name. He had one case where insemlnation 
was used successfully, though the mare was suffering 
from an injury to the rectum. He knew of astudgroom 
who was ab!e to get the penis and press it down with | 
his hand about four inches, so that the semen was sure 
to go into the uterus, the owner being perfectly satistied 
at anything being done so long as the mare had a foal. 

He thought the subject of the paper was one they 
— to pay more attention to. It was very important, 
and he believed it had not been touched upon at any of 
the Veterinary Associations. 

Mr. Mutcany said the paper was a very excellent 
one, but the subject was one about which he knew 
nothing at all. He had never seen an instrument. Mr. 
Nolans had told them insemination was a success, but 
the question that occurred tu him was as to whether or 
not there was a great necessity for insemination. In 
his opinion the os was always closed except during the 
act of copulation. The natural thing, he understood, 
was that the semen stopped in vagina until by the 
action of capillary attraction it into the uterns, 





[f they passed the hand and found the os, and picked 
up some of the semen from the vagina, what was the 


for .an inseminator. Some mares had a 


semen or not? 
wens 

woul 
with another. 
kinds. 


_ great pleasure. 


|t 
Mt them | but he thought it would be rather difficult to perform 


| the acrobatic feat suggested by the author, so as to catch 
the semen in a basin while the horse was coming off the 
| mare. 


the semen would ; 
the horse, and in a case of that kind it was nearly 


easily. 


be better than the ordinary methods in such 
because the semen would not be retained. Mr. 


How were they to know whether the horse passed any 
Was there no way to tell except by 
the semen there. They find that some mares 
not come into foal with one horse, but would 
This occurred especially in the coarser 


Mr. McKewny said he had heard the paper read with 
Mr. Nolans had spoken about catching 


he semen in a basin. He was pretty smart himself, 


The horse’s leg would be between them, no 
matter how they went about it. It was hard to tell how 
la return, very frequently it came with 
impossible to catch it. Sometimes it was retained for 
two or three minutes, then they could collect it very 
If they were very sharp, and at the moment the 
horse came away, were able to slip in the basin, they 
might collect the semen, but that was their only chance. 
He agreed with Mr. Winter that it was better not to 
disinfect the uterus immediately before copulation. It 
It was not the sweetest place to be working in and the 
penis frequently stank, and was covered with objection- 
able matter in a state of nature, and yet without any 
washing or disinfecting under the foregoing scientific- 
ally speaking, appalling unsanitary conditions, repro- 
duction took place, frequently more successfully than 
with all the hygienic precautions that man in civilised 
conditions now thought well to resort to. Of course it 
was quite a different matter when dealing with diseased 
uteri. With reference to the instruments used in 
insemination, he found it most useful to employ a small 
i india-rubber syringe with a short thin nozzle. 
Hé collected the semen in this, then inserted it in the 
os and gave it a good squirt. It would not be so 
sncnataful if allowed to percolate slowly, but should be 
injected sharply. 
ith reference to the suggestion of Mr. Mulcahy 
about the semen passing into the os by capillary attrac- 
tion, he could not agree with that theory. He thought 
they could tell with a good stallion the very moment 
that the penis passed through the os. Sometimes one 
stallion did not breed with a certain mare, although 
usually a very fruitful horse, and the same mare bred 
when mated with another sire not considered so fruit- 
ful. The question still remained an unsolved problem. 
However, the judicious use of the inseminator he con- 
sidered was very useful ; be believed it often failed on 
account of its not being properly used. Many years ago 
before the present instruments (inseminators) were 
invented, mares that had been barren were got into foal 
by passing the hand into the vagina immediately after 
the horse had served the mare, and pushing the fluid 
through the os into the uterus. 

Mr. PaRKINSON said he had tried insemination at the 
stud farm and it was very satisfactory. In one case a 
mare was in foal after being barren for four years. They 
had several other mares that did not stand to the early 
services of the horse. They were inseminated, and 
about 75 per cent. of the mares were in foal. They had 
tried various disinfectants and used them the day before 
the mare was covered. The latest thing they used was 
about a 10 per cent. solution of Jeyes’ Fluid. They 
injected it into the womb, filled it up and left it there 
for the mare to get rid of it herself. They covered the 
mare next day with good results. 

Mr. Hepiey said he was now about thirty years in 
Ireland, prior to that he had a very a experience 
coumooted with a racing stable in the North of England, 





vagina, and he thought that insemination 
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about the Darlington district, where some very good 
horses were bred, such as Kettledrum and others that 
won big races. One particular establishment was under 
his uncle’s care and he was attached to it. They used to 
visit the neighbouring towns periodically by arrange- 
ment. They sometimes went to three or four towns in 
a fortnight. It was on one of these visits that he first 
saw anything used in the shape of an inseminator. He 
did not understand it at the time. It wasa pear shaped 
ball something similar to that described by Mr. 
McKenny. It had a glass tube, the ordinary experi- 
mental chemical tube, and at the end of it a piece 
of rubber tube as a guard. The fluid was drawn into 
it. He did not know what the fluid was in those days. 
The seminal fluid was taken from the mare that had 
received it and passed on to another mare that could 
not be impregnated by any other means. Immediately 
after insemination had taken place the mare was walked 
away from the stable on to the manure heap, where it 
could be kept standing for a time with the hind quarters 
higher than the fore. 

‘o remove a possible cause of irritation it was the 
ordinary every day practice to throw a bucket of cold 
water across the ioins of the mare immediately after 
coition. It looked a rough sort of treatment, but it was 
found very successful. It was not scientific, but it was 
a means in the hands of practical men who were every 
day working on practical lines for the purpose of 
increasing the number of foals and for the good of the 
property. 

ith reference to the preparation of the mare, in 
those days knowledge of disinfectants was not as 
advanced as it now is. At that time 35 years ago, he 
thought the only thing they used was a carbolic acid 
solution or permanganate of potash, but it was not used 
for the purpose of disinfecting. It was generally used 
the night before the mare was iznapregnated. They had 
a stud groom in that particular stable who was able to 
tell them what time the next day that a mare would be 
ready. 

In another place, owned by a well-known lady, they 
had a joint business of breeding and training Suess 
The establishment was near the other he had referred to 
and his uncle and himself used to visit it. They had a 
case of a mare that was sent to the stallion, but had 
failed to conceive, she was sent back a second year, with 
a similar result, This was a serious matter, and cost a 
lot of money and the lady got nothing for the keep of 
this mare. It was decided to send the inseminator 
already mentioned, but proved of noavail. They did not 
understand how to make use of it. 

The question was one of vast importance, he would 
not say to Ireland alone, but certainly to Ireland. 
Because in this country they were exporting a large 
number of horses for racing, hunting and other purposes. 
They knew that many horses had failed to breed from 
different causes and if insemination removed some of 
these causes, it should be adopted. There was another 
reason why veterinary surgeons should be sought in 
cases of this desctiption. It was unwise, unprofitable, 
and often extremely indiscreet, to let a barren mare go 
abroad unless it was found impossible to have her 
impregnated. 

his question of impregnating was a very important 
one. There were plenty of other animals that could be 
operated on. They knew there were cows innumerable 
which had been cast because of being barren, and 
though they might be very fit they were eventually 
slaughtered. He had often regretted when he had seen 
cases of good looking heifers from good strains which 
were entirely lost because the owner was ignorant of the 
effect of having his animals properly examined, and over- 
coming some of the difficulties which were surmounta- 
ble. They could have the insemination of the smaller 





animals, such as the profitable sheep. A lot could be 
uone in Ireland in the way of extending their flocks of 
sheep, or in the breeding of swine and dogs. Bitches were 
equally of value. Probably they might also try cats, 
although he would rather not take part in the insemina- 
tion of cats. Mr. Nolans deserved their best thanks for 
bringing the subject before them, and for the great 
trouble he had gone to in the preparation of his paper. 

Mr. Watson said he had listened to the paper with 
great pleasure. [t was not a subject in which he could 
claim to be an expert. He had never done anything in 
that way, but it occurred to him this question of barren 
mares and insemination was hardly treated as it should 
be. He thought that mares which were barren gener- 
ally suffered from some sort of neurasthenia. He 
believed that prior to getting service a mare should be 
put on grass for a while and receive uterine tonics as 
also general tonics. The uterus should also be looked 
to. He thought the question of disinfecting was one of 
very great importance. 

He remembered Mr. Cleary having a very valuable 
mare which would not carry a foal. They tried ordinary 
mild antiseptic solutions, and he thought he was right in 
saying that they afterwards tried very strong carbolic 
acid solutions, and at the next service the mare held 
alright. 

He believed that catarrh often caused failures, espec- 
ially when it became chronic. He also thought some- 
times it would be necessary to scrape ont the uterus 
before they would obtain any success, 

Mr. CLEARY said the case mentioned by Mr. Watson 
was quite correct. He had used a solution of about 40 
~ cent. of carbolic acid with very gvod results. He 

lieved when a mare gave birth to a foal her vitality 
was lessened, and this occurred at every birth. Mares 
should get tonics and generous treatment generally. A 
great number of mares would only breed every second 

ear. 
? Mr. HoLuanp said he would like to get the opinion 
of the members on a question he had heard frequently 
discussed by countrymen, and that was whether sheep 
would breed quicker if they were rushed about, or had to 
travel a good distance before service. 

Mr. CLEARY said he knew of cases where horses were 
driven fifteen or twenty miles before being served, and 
if the mare lived near the place where the stallion was 
they would often be made to walk eight or ten miles 
before being put to the horse. There must be something 
in it, for it undoubtedly was the case that good results 
followed from the practice. 

The PRESIDENT said he had a good deal of experience 
at insemination, and he agreed with what Mr. Nolans 
had said, but there was one little point he would like to 
direct Mr. Nolans’ attention to, and that was with re- 
gard to finding semen in the vagina. Perbaps he might 
say he had experimented a good deal to get some in 
formation about this question of semen. He had been 
rather disappointed at first when he tried to collect 
thesemen to inject intothemare They would often be 
disappointed, sometimes only getting a small quantity, 
and at other times getting a very considerable quantity. 
He thought in the majority of cases the semen was in- 
jected right into the uterns. It is only in the cases 
where there was extraordinary quantity of it that it 
would be found in the vagina. Insemination was of 
undoubted value where there was any obstruction or 
abnormality of the os. He had succeeded in getting 
several mares in foal from the use of the inseminator 
that had been barren for years before. For a couple of 
years past he had made a practice of filling the uterus 
the day before service. e did not- remove it but 
allowed the mare to get it empty herself. Next day he 
used the inseminator in the ordinary manner. Some- 
times they might have to use the inseminator two or 
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three times, but sa mang A the mare proved in foal. 
There was one particular thi 


Mr. McKEnny proposed.a vote of thanks to the Chair- 


ng he would like to direct} man. Mr. Watson seconded the proposition, and it was 


attention to, and that was the very considerable differ- | carried with acclamation. 


ence in the amount of semen they would find even 


The Presimpent briefly expressed his acknowledg- 


from the same horse at different times, sometimes a/ments, Sick ay Se vies aes 


considerable quantity, and at other times none at all. 
With regard to the quantity of semen injected into the 
uterus, and the particular psychological moment of dis- 
charge, there seemed to be a great deal to discover. 

The regulation of the health of the mare was a very | ¢ 
important consideration, and sometimes mares were | ¢ 
barren because of their neglected state of health. Atten-| | 


Death from Glanders. 


At the Lambeth Coroner’s Court on Saturday, March 
th, Mr. John Troutbeck held an inquiry into the cir- 
umstances attending the death of Charles Edward 
Javies, aged 41, horsekeeper in the service of the 


tion to their health was perhaps just as important] London Parcels Delivery Company, who died in St. 
and might be just as successful as the insemination. [n-| Phomas’s Hospital from glanders. 


semination was of course easy where the os was normal, 
but they would often find that it was the mare’s health |, 
that required to be looked to. 

He had several cases himself where mares have been 


Mr. Hunting appeared for the London County Coun- 
il, and Mr. James C. Jackman represented the deceased 


man’s employers. 


Mrs. Martha Davies, of 35 Jennings Road, East Dual- 


known to be barren for three or four years when by! wich, identified the deceased as her husband, and stated 
attending to their health they had been induced to/ that he generally had good health. On February 10th 
come into foal. when he reached home he told her that he had fainted 


Mr. NoLaNs replied. Mr. Winter preferred the met- | ; 


n Blackfriars Road, and as soon as he came in he vomi- 


talic inseminator. He also preferred it to the other.|ted and went straight to bed. Next day he was seen 

With reference to the collection of semen, he found it by ‘a doctor, who said he thought he had bronchitis. In 
possible to do this without the aid of acrobatics. He|the following week witness called in Dr. Wood. Her 
stood on the off side and had a groom to watch that the| husband was delirious at times, and complained of pains 
leg did not hit him. He had performed the operation | jn his legs and back, and his ankles, right elbow and 
several times without any difficulty, and had caught a/ knees began to swell. The doctor told witness to apply 
good deal of the semen. They had of course to watch | hot fomentations, and to wrap him in flannel, and subse- 
very carefully, and they would see the penis retract just quently said he thought her husband was suffering from 


before the horse got off. Then when he came away 


blood poisoning. That was on a Tuesday, but the 


they could collect the semen without very much | doctor said he could not tell properly until the medicine 


trouble. 


had taken a proper course. Later on he asked whether 


With reference to what Mr. Parkinson said about| the deceased would be willing to go to a hospital as he 
antiseptics. That was a thing which was always done] was suffering from farcy, a form of glanders. The 
od the - ees Eames of the aye’ or ——e patient was taken to St. Thomas’s Hospital on the pre- 
that. e best thing to do was to syringe with bicar-|yious Saturday, and died there on the following 


bonate of soda the day before service. 
Mr. Watson had spoken of tonics. Treatment of this 


Monday. 


Asked by the Coroner whether she had any idea where 


kind altogether depended upon the state of the catarrh.| her husband contracted glanders, the witness said the 
Uterine tonics and tonics of other descriptions were | deceased told her that he was poisoned by a horse be- 


necessary in some cases. 


longing to the firm. He added that glanders broke out 


_ He knew that if dogs galloped ewes about for some] at the Eltham depét, and that some of the horses were 
time and there was a ram in the field that invariably | removed during the night to Fetter Lane. Witness did 
one or two of them were impregnated. Exercise of | not mention it to anyone. 


mares before service was an advantage, and some owners 


The Coroner remarked that the statement was a very 


gave their mares long walks and plenty of exercise before | serious one, but he was not blaming the witness. 


they were impregnated. 


Mrs. Davies went on to say that her husband told her 


He thanked them for their courteous hearing of his|that there was glanders in the stables at Fetter Lane, 


paper and was very glad it had been the means of pro- 
voking so much interesting debate. 


The PRESIDENT said he wished to bring before them 
amatser of importance. Mr. Ryan, of Strokestown, 


where he worked. He said that the stuff that came 
from the horses’ nostrils, eyes, and ears was too horrible 


to describe. 
By Mr. Jackman: Her husband had been in the em- 
ploy of the firm for two years, his hours being from 


some time ago was elected Veterinary inspector by the|6 a.m. till 6 p.m. On the day that he was taken ill he 


Galway County Council for Tuam, at a salary of £60 
a year, and £20 additional to live in the district. There 
was now a dispute in the matter, and Mr. Ryan wanted 
to know if the members would give him their moral 
support. 
The matter was left over till the next meeting. 
A letter was read from the Royal Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association giving a copy of a resolution adopted 
by them with reference tothe sale of veterinary instru- 
ments to outsiders. After some discussion the Chair- 
man said they could take no action in the matter, but 
subsequently at the request of Mr. Holland it was 
decided to send a reply saying they were in sympathy 
with the object of the resolution. 
It was decided to hold the next meeting in Cork, and 
Mr. Mulcahy promised to read a paper. 
A vote of condolence was passed to the relatives of 
the late Mr. Henderson, who had been a member of the 
Association:for some years, in silence,. all present 
standing. 





came home early. It was Dr. McLean who said he 
thought it vas merely bronchitis. Her husband did not 
say anything tu Dr. McLean about the horses. The 
doctor gave him medicine for bronchitis. Her husband 
did not tell Dr. Wood anything about glanders The 
conversation about glanders took place on the night he 
came home ill. Her husband thought he was poisoned 
by what he inhaled from the horses. While Dr. Wood 
was attending him he was delirious, and his brain was 
affected. The doctor came every day. Her husband 
did not say that he had said anything to the tirm about 
glanders. 

Mr. Jackman said he thought it might be mentioned 
that he held the following certificate, dated Feb. 13, and 
signed by Dr. McLean: “I certify that Charles Edward 
ae. is suffering fiom bronchitis, and is unfit for 
work ” 

John Davis, 12 Rolls Buildings, Fetter Lané, foreman 
horsekeeper to the London Parcels Delivery Company, 
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said he had been in charge for two and quarter years, 
and deceased had been employed under him during that 
riod. In the first place Davies complained to him of 
aving a severe cold, and said that if he was not better 
he would not come to work the tollowing morning. That 
probably was‘on Monday, Feb. 8. He said he thought it 
was a touch of influenza. Next morning he was absent, 
and witness heard no more of him until the following 
Friday, when the Company received Dr. McLean’s cer- 
tificate. Witness asserted that there were no glandered 
horses in the stable to his knowledge, nor had there 
ever been since he had been einployed by the Company. 

The Coroner: This man had not been employed any- 
where except with you, and it is stated, and I believe it 
will be proved, that he has died from glanders. That is 
a disease which is communicated by horses to men. The 
present position apppears to be that if he died of glan- 
ders it is most unlikely that he could have got glanders 
at any other place than at his work. That is the sug- 
gestion, but you say that there have been no glandered 
horses there ?—-Not to my knowledge. 

When did you first know that glanders was suspected 
in this man’s case ‘The first I heard was that he was 
suffering from b'ood-poisoning ; that was when his son 
came for his club money last Friday night. 

Have any horses been shifted since then ?—No, sir. 

Are they the same horses without exception ?--The 
same horses, yes. 

Have they been examined by a veterinary surgeon 
since this alarm !—Yes, last Thursday night, I believe. 

The Coroner: The statement made to the wife was 
that there were very foul discharges in connection with 
one or more horses. Did you observe anything in the 
horses {—On my oath, I noticed nothing in the horses. 
There was nothing the matter with their breath. 

The Coroner said that Mr. Hunting, the well-known 
veterinary surgeon, had been asked to attend the inquest 
on behalf of the London County Cuuncil, so he proposed 
to allow him to ask some technical questions. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hunting, the witness said he 
had been at Fetter Lane two years, and had a superior 
officer over him. He would know a case of glanders if 
he saw one. His previous experience of glanders was 
in a stable next to one in which he was employed at 
Westbourne Park. He remembered seeing the horse, 
and that was the only case he had seen in hislife. Not- 
withstanding that, he was in charge of this Company’s 
horses at Fetter Lane. 

The Coroner: Well, there is a foreman over him. 

The witness added that he had read of glanders in 


8. 
By Mr. Jackman: He never had a complaint from 
Davis on ! occasion ; he never commented on his 
w 


horses, but always took an interest in them. Witness 
was in the stables every day, and if there had been any- 
thing peculiar about any of the hors2s he would have 
noticed it. The horses were in regular work, and ont 
every day. There was not a sick or lame horse in the 
stud. There were ten horses out at work. A _ horse 
might have glanders and yet appear to be perfectly well. 
If the deceased had had any sore horses he should have 
complained to witness, as he alway did when one was 
lame. 

A Juror here said that he bad had great experience 
of glandered horses years ago, having been a farrier. 

Davis added, in reply to a question, that he was not 
related to the deceased. 

Another Juror: It is said that some horses were 
transferred during the night from Eltham to Fetter 
Lane ?—I admit that we have had horses transferred 
from Eltham, but they were only suffering from a skin 
disease. That was in the early part of this year. 

The Coroner : This year has not gone very far. 

The Foreman : If you notice a horse go out in the 


morning not fit for a day’s work, do you stop it _—Most 
decidedly. 

Mr. Thomas George Chesterman, veterinary surgeon, 
of Leman Street, E., deposed that he was occasionally 
consulted by the London Parcel Delivery Co. On 
Thursday witness examined at their stables in Fetter 
Lane, 194 horses. 

The Coroner: I understood there were ten !— That 
was in a stud. 

Witness added that he examined the horses with a 
view to detecting glanders if there was any. He found 
no horse in the condition described by the deceased to 
the widow, but he did find four or five suspicious 
animals out of the 194. They had en'arged glands, but 
there was no discharge. For his examination he used an 
electric torch, and mallein had yet to be tried. The 
symptoms he had mentioned were indicative of glanders. 
The horse foreman had not noticed the enlargements until 
witness had pointed them out to him. A horse might 
be affected and show no signs for a long time, and yet 
be dangerous to its keepers. It was not known where 
the horses came from, but the company got fresh horses 
from all over the country. 

By Mr. Jackman : There were no sores on the horses, 
and if the animals were glandered it did not necessarily 
follow that there would be any outward sign. 

By the Coroner: He had no notice of the transfer of 
horses from Eltham to Fetter Lane. 

George Clampett, of 13, Rochester Terrace, Camden 
Town, said he was the company’s horse superintendent, 
and had 712 animals under his charge. Frequently when 
he found horses not doing well, he had them at Fetter 
Lane for treatment. Those that came from Eltham had 
a touch of the mange, and both were still alive. They 
showed no symptoms of glanders. He first heard of 
glanders after the death of this man. He had seen 
cases of glanders, and was aware of their danger to 
human beings. 

By Mr. Hunting : He had held his position since the 
end of 1906, since when he had never had a case of 
glanders amongst his 700 odd horses. He was not aware 
that before he came two or three cases of glanders were 
reported every month on an average. It was a fact, how- 
ever, that he had not had a case since he had been 
there. He did not know that the London Parcel 
Delivery Co.’s stud used to be in a badly infected state ; 
nobody warned him to that effect. Had he noticed the 
cases of enlarged glands he would certainly have called 
Mr. Chesterman’s attention to them, but he had not 
found them. 

The Coroner observed that it was remarkable, in view 
of Mr. Hunting’s suggestion, that the witness had not 
had a case of glanders before. It was frightfully im- 
portant to the public. 

Mr. Alfred Barber, manager to Messrs. Harrison and 
Barber, of Whitechapel, said his firm bought the com- 
pany’s horses for slaughter, and removed their dead ones 
as well. They generally telephoned when they wanted 
them fetched away. Witness had seen most of the 
horses, and had noticed no case of glanders. If a dead 
horse was found infected their men would report it to 
the office, but they were only working men. 

The Coroner: And they would report anything sus- 
picious providing they saw it ’—Yes. 

Dr. Charles Max Page, surgical registrar at St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, said that he saw the deceased man 
at mid-day on Saturday, February 27th. The case had 
been sent up with a diagnosis of suspected glanders by 
Dr. Wood. Witness had previously seen two cases of 
glanders. The man was obviously very ill, but not 
delirious, although his mental state was not clear. On 
examination his pulse and breathing were found to be 
rapid. His right knee was swollen and tender, and 
filled with fluid, and below the knee there was an in- 
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red swelling, and there was a similar swelling 
about the left ankle, and over the right elbow. There 
were also red infiltrations outside the left leg, and on 
the forehead, the latter having broken down and dis- 
charged. His temperature was 103 deg., and during the 
day it went up to 105 deg. He becaine delirious and 
en the following day was obviously worse. He was 
given chloroform, and operated on for general blood 

isoning, some of the material being taken for exam- 
ination. He gradually grew worse, his pulse became 
weaker, and he developed a series of spots, which in- | 









take steps in connection with them without waiting to 
prove that they were suffering from glanders. hat 
ought to be the action of any competent horsekeeper. 

By Mr. Jackman: The condition of the horses was 
such as to put a man on his guard. Taking the horses 
in their present condition an ordinary man would not 
suspect them. 

The Coroner: Do you think a man who is a horse 
superintendent ought to have known it. I have in my 


| mind Mr. Clampett !—Yes, I do. 


In summing up, the Coroner said that whenever a case 


volved the trunk, face and head, not including the | of glanders occurred it was a serious thing, especially 
skull. Death took place on Monday night, or early on | when there was some difficulty in tracing the source of 


the y was found to be fairly well nourished, and 
there were the appearances already described. There 
was a hemorrhagic rash on the back, between the 
shoulders. The right lung was healthy, but the left 
showed signs of pleurisy, and three or four small 


abscesses were found at the apex of the lower lobe. His | 


conclusion was that the man died from general blood 

isoning resulting from the infection of glanders. A 
esteriological examination had been completed of the 
material taken from the lesions of the knee, elbow and 
ankle, and it confirmed the suspicion that the disease 
was caused by the organism of glanders. 

The Coroner : It is absolutely certain !—Yes. 

I believe it can be communicated by a horse !—Yes, 
or by another man suffering from the disease. 

Addressing Mr. Jackman, the Coroner asked whether 
he wished to hear the evidence of Mr. Hunting as to the 
former cases of glanders at Fetter Lane ? 

Mr. Jackman said he was not prepared to accept Mr. 
Hunting’s statement, and he had not come prepared to 
deal with the matter. 

The Coroner: Perhaps it is a little outside the case. 

Mr. Chesterman, re-called by Mr. Hunting, repeated 
that the cases of enlarged glands that he found was sus- 


picious of glanders. If he suspected horses, he would — 


agree | morning. At the post-mortem examination | the infection. Glanders was now regarded as a serious 


thing, having regard to the public health, and the 
London County Council recognising this, endeavoured 
to deal with the matter. They had certain powers, but 
only of a limited character, but he did believe that 
among better class firms there was every desire to co- 
operate with them in dealing with such a_ serious 
| disease as glanders. Unfortunately, it did not always 
occur that firms were willing to co-operate, and some- 
times, in consequence of what came out at coroners’ in- 
uests, other proceedings followed before a magistrate. 
tt had been proved that this man had died from glan- 
ders, and that he was employed only at these stables in 
Fetter Lane. With regard to the statement that there 
had not been a case of glanders there since 1906, they 
could draw their own conclusions, bearing in mind the 
previous history mentioned by Mr. Hunting. The law 
undoubtedly was that if a case were bronght home that 
a horse superintendent had neglected his duty to re- 
port glanders, and allowed horses to remain in charge 
of a man without giving him notice, and that man con- 
tracted the disease and died, the superintendent would 
be in a very serious position, and might well have to take 
his trial for manslaughter. 
The Jury returned a verdict of death from glanders. 
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* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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THE MEAT WARRANTY. 
CHAMBERS OF AGRICULTURE. 


A meeting of the Council of the Central and Asso- 
ciated Chambers of Agriculture was held on Thursday, 
March 4, at the house of the Surveyors’ Institution, 
Great George Street, Westminster, Mr. Courthope, M.P., 
the chairman, presiding. 

The Cattle Diseases Committee reported in regard to 
the meat warranty question that it was with much 
regret that they recorded the fact that no arrangement 
had been arrived at. 

Colonel Le Roy Lewis, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, in moving that the report should be received, 
suid he had hoped that he would be able to makea 
more satisfactory communication to the Chambers. No 
olive branch, however, had been held out at the last 
moment and they might presume that very shortly they 
would be in a state of active warfare. The resolution 
which was passed by the Meat Traders’ Federation on 
Wednesday contained an amount of loose thinking which 
had governed the whole of the controversy, so far as the 
meat traders were concerned. They would see from the 
resolution, therefore, that the warranty would be 
demanded, apparently in those districts where the meat 
traders held sway, on May 3. Two completely different 
questions were involved—namely, the question of the 
warranty given in order to protect the meat trader from 
criminal proceedings, and that of a pecuniary guarantee 
to recoup the meat trader for loss incurred by bona jide 

urchase of what he believed to be a healthy beast. 

hese questions had been confused by the meat traders 
either purposely or because they had not the power of 
thinking. The form of the warranty which they were 
asked to give was as follows :—‘“ I hereby warrant free 
from disease and fit for the food of man the fat stock 
sold by me this day to ——.” Any farmer who gave 
such a warranty was either a complete idiot or a dis- 
honest man. (Hear, hear). He maintained that it was 
perfectly impossible to give it, and that it would not free 
the meat trader from criminal proceedings. It was quite 
impossible to proclaim that a beast was free from dis- 
ease. The second question of giving a pecuniary 
guarantee was entirely different from the first, and agri- 
culturists had shown themselve fairly amenable in regard 
to it. If the meat traders had been more amicably 
disposed some agreement might have been arrived at. 
All through the conference the. meat traders had met 
their sympathetic demand in a very off-hand manner. 
The fact of the matter was that the pecuniary 
question did not loom very large before the meat 
traders, but the things which pressed on them were the 
penal laws. Were the agriculturists to give the war- 
ranty in order to protect dealers in old dairy cows? If 
there were no grievance with reference to first-class 
stock, what was all the bother about? There was a 
very large trade in diseased and undesirable meat, and 
he contended that meat traders were trying to force the 
— down their throats in order to protect the less 
esirable members of their community. In dealing 
with the threat of the butchers that they would buy 
foreign meat in the event of the farmers’ refusing to 
ive the warranty, he said that if they bought such meat 
et them have the honesty to put over their doors 
“Dealers exclusively in foreign meat.” He did not 
attach much importance to that threat, as all the best 
butchers would continue to deal in English grown meat. 
The advice of the Cattle Diseases Committee to the 
agriculturists of the country was to pay not the slightest 
attention to the demand for the warranty, but to go on 
dealing as they had done before. (Hear, hear.) The 
Meat Traders’ Federation represented only a small sec- 
tion of the butchers of this country. The whole of the 
agitation was an impudent attempt to foist an impossi- 





ble burden on the back of the agricultural community 
from the back of the meat trader. (Hear, hear.) 

Col. W. W. Maupe (Craven, York) seconded. 

Mr. BatHurst (Gloucester) expressed the hope that 
those who sold stock would demand a guarantee that 
the person to whom he was proposing to sell was not a 
member of the Meat Traders’ Federation. 

After further discussion the report was received. 


Tue Meat TrapeRs’ FEDERATION. 


The annual general meeting of the National Federa- 
tion of Meat Traders’ Association was held at the Guild- 
hall, on Wednesday, March 3, Mr. William Heap, the 
President, in the chair. The Lord Mayor formally 
opened the meeting, and invested the Chairman witha 
gold chain and badge of office. 

The President’s report dealt mainly with the question 
of vendors’ warranty of fat stock purchased bona fide. 
After recapitulating the various stages of the question 
up to the dissolution of the abortive conference reported 
in The Times of February 4, he said that at the close of 
that conference the Warranty Committee of the Feder- 
ation decided upon a recommendation, which would be 
submitted during the present meeting. 

The recommendation of the Committee was as follows ; 
“That inasmuch as your Committee having done all 
possible to induce vendors of fat stock to warrant the 
same but without success, owing to the determined and 
uncompromising attitudes adopted and maintained 
throughout by the agriculturists, the only alternative in 
order to secure that fat stock pnrchased in bona fides 
shall be free from disease and fit for the food of man, as 
required by the Public Health Acts, 1875 and 1890 (Lon- 
don), is to demand and require the vendor’s express 
warranty, as pointed out by the Lord Chief Justice of 
England in his summing up of the test case “ Newbery 
v. Perowne,” and your Committee accordingly recom- 
mend that such warranty be enforced by the members 
of the affiliated associations on and after May 3.” 

Mr. Lampert (York) moved the adoption of the 
recommendation, saying that it affected their trade very 
seriously, and they felt justified, practically upon the 
suggestion of the Lord Chief Justice in the test case, in 
demanding an express warranty. It was no use having 
any further conferences with the agriculturists on the 
question. Insurance did not remove the butcher's 
liability to prosecution for an offence of which he was 
not guilty. Sooner or later a universal inspection was 
bound to come, and with it would come the demand 
for an effective warranty. He hoped that every man 
— valued his reputation would support the recommen- 

ation. 

Mr. Jonn Linpsey (London) seconded, saying that 
unless the agriculturists speedily came to an agreement 
it would be the worse for them, and they would not be 
able to stand out very long against the meat traders’ 
demand for a warranty. 

Mr. Suort (Portsmouth) moved that the report be re- 
ferred back to see whether some scheme of mutual insur- 
ance could be adopted. He believed that the farmers 
would be willing to meet the butchers in the matter. 

Another delegate from Portsmouth denied that the 
previous speaker represented the trade opinion of that 
town. 

A long discussion, in which Mr. W. Field, M.P., and 
others took part, ensued, in the course of which Mr. 
Coggan suggested that the federation should appoint a 
strong committee, which would supply cattle to those 
districts where there was likely to be any difficulty in 
getting cattle with a yen He thought the 
struggle with the farmers would be very brief, and that 
if the meat traders insisted on a warranty the farmers 
would give in. 
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In the end the amendment was withdrawn, and the 
recommendation, with a clause embodying Mr. Coggan’s 
suggestion, was adopted, there being only four dissenti- 
ents.—The Times. 





New Scheme for Dick Veterinary College. 


Sir William Turner, Principal of Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, who was accompanied by Mr. C. E. Price, M.P., 
had a long interview last week at Dover House, Lon- 
don, with Mr. Struthers, C.B., secretary of the Scottish 
Education Department, regarding the position of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. They 
submitted to him a memorial, which set forth an impor- 
tant scheme for removing the College, not to Slateford, 
as bas been proposed, but to the site of Summer Hall 
Brewery, near the east end of the Meadows. The pur- 

of Sir William Turner and Mr. Price was to ascer- 
tain whether, and to what extent, Government aid might 
be counted upon. 

Mr. Struthers, having had the scheme outlined to 
him, promised the Board of Directors his most favoura- 
ble consideration, but explained that he could not possi- 
bly commit his Department in any sense until a detail- 
ed plan, showing what was proposed, and how much it 
is likely to cost, had been laid before him. It was con- 
trary to practice to promise assistance to a scheme 
which had not yet been developed beyond the point of 

uiring a site. 
ir William Turner undertook to lay Mr. Struthers’ 
views before the directors of the College. 


THE MEMORIAL. 


The memorial by the Board of Management of the 
College set forth the circumstances under which the 
College was founded in Clyde Street, Edinburgh, in the 
year 1823 by the late William Dick. The total endow- 
ments derived from entirely local sources amount to 
£41,752. 

BoaRD OF MANAGEMENT. 

The Town Council of Edinburgh, as trustees of the 
late Professor Dick from 1886 to 1906, had the manage- 
ment of the College. In the latter year they relin- 
quished the trust, and the College was in 1906 incor- 
porated by Act of Parliament, and is under the admin- 
istration of a representative Board of Management of 
thirteen members, of whom three belong to the veteri- 
nary profession. One each is chosen by the north, east, 
and west Agricultural Colleges of Scotland, one by the 
Highland and Agricultural Society, two each by the 
University and the Town Council of Edinburgh, one by 
Miss Dick’s trustees, and Mr. M‘Callum, the founder of 
the Chair of Pathology. 

NEED FOR GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE. 


In aspeech made on 2nd October, 1907, Mr. T. W. 
Russell, vice-president of the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Education in Ireland, stated that his 
Department had contributed in all £26,500 to the Veteri- 
nary College in Dublin ; and the London Veterinary 
College receives a yearly grant from public-moneys of 

Owing to the increase of students before the 
more stringent regulations of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons came into force, the accommoda- 
tion in the Dick College had to be enlarged, and in the 
years 1887-8 a new building was erected on the old site, 
about donble the size of the former one, and provided 
with the then most recent improvements, at a cost of 
upwards of £9,000. At the present time there are eight 
lecturers on the teaching staff, all of whom are members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, or 
gradnates of the University of Edinburgh, and some of 
the courses of instruction are recognised by the Univer- 
sities of Scotland as qualifying for degrees in medicine 
and science, It is undoubtedly the case that the remune- 


ration of the lecturers is very meagre, when the work 
which they have todo and their educational qualifications 
are considered. Indeed, but for the circumstance that 
several hold other educational appointments, the Board 
could not retain their services. 


New Burtpincs NEeEpeD. 


From reports obtained from competent architects, 
from the experience of its professors and those connected 
with its administration, and from the expression of 
outside opinion, it is only too apparent that the existing 
coliege buildings have become unsuitable and inadequate 
for the proper teaching of veterinary science, theoretic- 
ally and practically, and for veterinary research in 
accordance with modern requirements: and the Board 
have been forced to the conclusion that the only satis- 
factory solution of the question is to erect new college 
buildings in Edinburgh. Accordingly, the Board have 
made an offer, provisionally ematel & the proprietors, 
to purchase a commodious site of nearly 1} acres, oppo- 
site the East Meadows, and within a few minutes walk 
of the University, the Heriot-Watt College, and other 
educational institutions in Edinburgh. They have in- 
structed their architect to prepare a block plan to show 
the general disposition of the buildings on the site. The 
Board are satisfied that if the means are provided for 
carrying out the scheme, Edinburgh will obtain build- 
ings for veterinary education worthy of the city. 

As the annual income of the College is insufficient to 
meet the current expenses, and to furnish adequate 
salaries for those professors and other teaehers for whom 
endowments are not provided, and for the furtherance 
of research, a grant for annual maintenance is also 
respectfully asked for. 

The memorial was signed by Sir Wm. Turner, Chair- 
man of Board, and Mr. Robert Anderson, 8.S.C., secre- 
tary.—North Brit. Agric. 





‘“‘Re-arrangement’’ of a Veterinary Contract. 


The following notes and report from The Dudley 
Herald of February 27th and March 6th have been for- 
warded for publication : 

“ What is the meaning of this? It isa recommenda- 
tion of the Sanitary Committee, and is to be submitted 
at a meeting of the Dudley Town Council on Tuesday : 
— Your Committee having fully considered the desira- 
bility of a re-arrangement of the various duties, salaries 
and fees under the Diseases of Animals Acts ; Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order of 1885; The Ferti- 
lisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1893 ; and all other Acts 
and Orders under which Mr. Abraham Green holds any 
appointment, recommend that three months’ notice be 
given Mr. Green to determine his engagements under 
the Corporation with a view to carrying out such re- 
arrangement.” 





ALDERMAN CHAMBERS AND THE VETERINARY 
SURGEON. 


Alderman Chambers, in moving the adoption of the 
Sanitary and Water Committee’s report, congratulated 
the town upon its state of healthiness. In allnding to 
the paragraph in the report concerning the borough 
veterinary surgeon, Mr. Chambers said it was most un- 
pleasant for any Chairman of a committee to move a 
resolution of that kind, especially when the gentleman 
had been in office so long, and, moreover, when he was 
in the same profession as hin.self, as was the case with 
the official in question. It was a matter of duty, and 
it was the unanimous wish of the committee that the 
resolution should be recommended to the Council for 
adoption. They had had a great deal of pressure 


brought to bear upun them by the Board of Agriculture, 





and since he had been Chairman he and the Town 
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Clerk had received instructions from the Board time 
after time relative to the system, and he had been asked 
to use his influence to get it altered. What the Board 
wanted was that the police constables be the inspectors 
under the Contagious Diseases of Animals Act; and 
they pointed out that Dudley was the only borough and 
town in England that had not got this system, and they 
were the only town in which a veterinary surgeon was 
appointed to issue pig licenses. 


SAVING oF £40 or £50. 


When he was asked to do this, he was diffident on the 
ground of personal feelings, but he knew that by the 
recommendation the Council would, if they adopted it, 
save a matter of from £40 to £50 a year. Of course, 
when Mr. Green was appointed veterinary surgeon 
years ago he had a considerable amount of work to do. 
There was then an outbreak of swine fever in the town, 
and the police made their reports to the veterinary 
surgeon and he saw to the matter and advised the execu- 
tive committee. But if a case of swine fever broke out 
at the present time Mr. Green had no more to do with 
it than anyone in that room. The matrer was reported 
by the police to the Board of Agriculture, and they 
either sent down a man to enquire into the matter, or 
else they appointed a local gentleman--perhaps Mr. 
Green, or himself, or any other capable man—and he was 
ony a fee for his work. They would see that then he 

ad some work to do and earned his money, but it was 
quite different at the present time. The Board of Agri- 
culture wanted to re-organise the department, and they 
could not do it without Mr. Green resigned or left the 
department for a time. It had been said that they 
ought to have asked Mr. Green to resign, but they did 
not think so, for they did not impnte any unprofessional 
conduct or irregularities, as there had not been a single 
complaint. They simply wanted to re-organise the de- 
partment. He did not know what the committee would 
do in the matter, but he thought that if the recommen- 
dation was adopted that Mr. Green would still be their 
veterinary surgeon in any suspected cases. He was 
quite sure that if the matter was dealt with properly, 
and the work done as well in the future as it had been 
done in the past, there would be a saving to the rate- 
payers of something like £50. He thought they would 
be justified in adopting the recommendation, and in 
seeing that sentiment and friendship were left ont of the 
matter. 

Councillor Newns: Has the veterinary surgeon had 
notice of this ? 

Alderman Hughes, in seconding the report of the 
committee, said he was rather astonished at the observa- 
tions made by the chairman of the committee. It 
seemed to him very harsh that a gentleman who had 
been a servant of the Corporation for a great number of 
years should not receive a word relative to the matter 
discussed between Alderman Chambers and his com- 
mittee. There was no necessity to give three months 
notice, and he was sure that had Mr. Green been 
approached on the matter properly he would have imme- 
diately recognised the position. He was the oldest 
servant of the Corp ration, and without a single warning 
he was to receive this notice. 


An AMENDMENT. 


Councillor Theedam moved that the matter should be 
referred back to committee, and that they come to an 
agreement with their veterinary surgeon. He had been 
their inspector for many years, and he thought they 
ought to treat him with every consideration. 

ouncillor Taylor rose to second. As a member of the 
Sanitary Committee he had heard the matter raised for 
years and years. He thought that in any re-arrange- 
ments they might wish to come to, it was their duty to 
ask Mr. Green whether he would fall into line with the 


suggestions made by the Sanitary Committee. This had 
been overlooked. He strongly protested against a letter 
being sent to Mr. Green, saying that his dismissal had 
been authorised by the Council. Such a letter ought 
not to have been sent without the sanction of the 
Council. If the chairman of the committee had autho- 
rised the Town Clerk to send such a letter, he had gone 
beyond his duties. He thought it only fair that the 
matter should be taken into committee, and that they 
ask the veterinary surgeon to fall in line with the 
suggestion. He had for thirty-seven years been a good 
servant to the Corporation, and there had never been 
any complaint made against him. 

Councillor Lloyd supported the amendment. He 
certainly did not agree with the action taken by the 
chairman in the matter. Mr. Green had not only been 
a curative, but a preventative ; and by his existence jn 
the town he had been the means of keeping it healthy. 
Mr. Chambers had told them he could save £40 or £50. 
but he did not show them how. He thought b losing 
the services of Mr. Green they might probably find 
themselves the losers in the long run, rather than the 
gainers. Apart from sentimentality, he thought the 
stood to lose. They all held Mr. Green in very hig 
esteein, and they recognised the good services he had 
rendered to the town. He certainly deserved better 
consideration from the Sanitary Committee. 

Councillor AH. Hillman said that, as one of the 
Sanitary Committee, and a party to the drawing up of 
the report, he thought it only fair to say that he had 
known Mr. Green for many years, and he was a gentle- 
man whom he had always held in the highest respect. 
He did not think it would be out of province to say that 
Mr. Green was 4 personal friend of his. 

Alderman Grazebrook asked if they were not going 
away from the point? Were he of opinion that the 
resolution would mean treating Mr. Green with direct 
harshness, he would most certainly have supported the 
amendment. He did not think it to be so. He read 
that they were giving Mr. Green a three months’ notice, 
and that the whole agreement came to an end and that 
they were going to rearrange a newer one in accordance 
with modern conditions. If they were going to inflict 
any harshness, let them support the amendment ; but, 
if they were not going to do so—if they meant that the 
old arrangement was to come to an end and that they 
were going to meet fairly and re-arrange a new system— 
let them support ths proposition. 

The cnmadinet that the paragraph should be omitted 
from the report and referred back to committee was 
lost by 18 to 15 votes, and the report was adopted. 


“A New ARRANGEMENT.” 


The “new arrangement,” darkly hinted at by Alder- 
man T. Chambers at the Council meeting, on Tuesday, 
2nd inst., was not particularly noteworthy for its illumi- 
nation. On the contrary it was singularly dense and 
incomprehensive. Weare told that the Sanitary Com- 
mittee have “fully considered the desirability of a re- 
arrangement of the various duties, salaries, and fees, etc. 
etc,” and yet we have the Chairman of the Committee 
himself admitting that he did not know what the com- 
mittee proposed todo. To many of the Council, and to 
most of our readers, it must look as though the Sanita 
Conmittee were most anxious to get rid of the Veteri- 
nary Inspector, who has served the Corporation for so 
long ; indeed the Committee exhibited what I do not 
hesitate to call a most indecent haste. Mind you, I am 
not criticising the action of the committee in deciding 
to revise this portion of their work. What I, and most 
of my readers will complain abont, is the way the com- 
mittee went about their work. Alderman Hughes was 





cay er game severe on Alderman Chambers for the way 
e had carried out this scheme. One would have thought 
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that the first thing a committee would have done on 
coming to a decision such as theirs, would have been to 
call in the official most nearly concerned aud explain the 
position to him ; or, in view of the little delicacies, such 
as are known to exist, the committee might have pre- 
pared their scheme, fully set it forth in the minutes, 
and then pointed out, if necessary, that such a re- 
arrangement called for a “revision of duties, etc.” But, 
what do the Committee do? They never consult Mr. 
Green except to tell him that his services will no longer 
be required after three months’ notice. There are two 
ways of doing a thing—the right way and the wrong 
way. The Sanitary Committee elected to do this the 
wrong way, and it has left a nasty taste behind, TI shall 
watch the proposed revision with great interest.” 


A Borough Council Tender. 


“We report the receipt of the following tenders for 
veterinary attendance for the year ending 31st March, 
1910 :- Per horse. Per horse. 
s. d. 

12 6 
6 Exam. & cert. 


oo 


Present year’s prices 





Attendance 


gs Ppwroes 
ADADAA AAA” 


° ” 0 ” 
{A Borough Council. About 70 horses}. 


Frank Wragg Memorial Fund. 


Dear Sir,—May we ask yon to publish enclosed list of 
subscriptions to the Frank Wragg Memorial Fund which 
we have received up to this date, and will you allow us 
to ask any friends who have not yet sent their subscrip- 
tions to be so good as to do so without further delay as 
the list must very shortly be closed.—Yours faithfully, 


James F. Simpson, Chairman. 
Srpney Vivuar, Hon. Sec. 
£ 
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Amount previously acknowledged 
Mr. J. Hate 
The Central V.M.S. 
Mr. F. L. Carter 
W. M. Scott 
H. Thompson 
The Royal Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. E. L. Stroud 
The National Veterinary Association 
Mr. E. L. Dixson 
The Lancashire V.M.A. 
The Midland Counties V.M.A. 
Col. Steel 
. R. Rutherford 
A. Over 
The Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. A Prudames 
George Smith, Tunstall 
The Western Counties V.M A. 
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Dinner TO Mr. J. A. GILRUTH. 


On Tuesday, Jan. 5, a representative gathering of 
members of the profession entertained Mr. Gilruth ata 
farewell dinner, he having resigned his position as 
Principal Veterinary Ofticer to the New Zealand Govern- 
ment to take up his appointment as Professor of Patho- 
logy at the new Veterinary School to be founded in con- 
nection with the University of Melbourne. The dinner 
was held at Wellington, and was attended by the Prime 
Minister of the Dominion, Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, 
K.C.M.G., and the following members of the profession : 
Messrs. C. J. Reakes, D. Spilman, T. G. Palgrave, and 
H. A. Reid, We lington ; W. Stapley, Auckland ; A. R. 
Young, Taranki; P. M. Edgar, Wanganui; A. W. Barnes, 
Palmerston North; A. M. Brodie and T. G. Lilico, 
Hawkes Bay; J. G. Clayton and A. Taylor, Christ- 
church ; C. J. Sanderson, South Canterbury ; and J. 
Kerrigan, Dunedin. 

Mr. Reakes, who presided, on rising to propose the 
health of the guest, read letters from Messrs. W. G. 
Taylor, Masterton ; W. D. Snowball, Dunedin; J. R. 
Charlton, Christchurch ; W. T. Sabin, Invercargill ; 
S. Burton, Gisborne: and D. Machattie, Leeston, ex- 
pressing deep regret at their inability to be present, 
and sent heartiest good wishes for Mr. Gilruth’s 
career. 

Mr. Reakes, in proposing Mr. Gilruth’s health, said : 
Gentlemen, you are all aware of the reason for our 
meeting here to-night ; and while our enjoyment of our 
guest’s and each others’ society is naturally tinged with 
regret we feel in the fact that Mr. Gilruth is leaving our 
country, yet he knows that we feel as fellow members 
of his profession the keenest pleasure and pride in the 
fact that he has been called to so impurtant a position 
as thatof Professor of Pathology at the new Veterinary 
School to be founded in connection with the University 
of Melbourne. You, gentlemen will agree with me that 
ever since Mr.Gilruth came to New Zealand he bas 
worked most strenuously for the advancement of the 
“sapeegyien Iam able to say that in even earlier days 

e was equally enthusiastic in anything which could 
benefit his profession. It was my privilege to be ver 
closely associated with him in the adien part he took 
in the management of the then newly-formed Students’ 
Union. This Union criticised very freely what it con- 
sidered required reorganisation in the methods of teach- 
ing, etc., at the London College, and when reorganisa- 
tion came the Union felt that it had not workeed in 
vain. For that Union it was my happy lot to edit a 
journal, The Students’ Record. Those of you who know 
Mr. Gilruth’s habit of unsparing criticism of anything 
he considers obsolete or incorrect will believe me when 
I say that in spite of my most careful editing, the 
journal published many articles not exactly noted for 
respect of “the powers that be.” Still—and all this by 
the way—-you know Mr. Gilrnth’s career at College 
was a very brilliant one; and soon after that ended 
he came—over fifteen years ago—to New Zealand 
under engagement to the Government of this Dominion. 
When Mr. Gilruth was engaged by the New Zealand 
Govern:nent there were no other veterinary surgeons in 
its service. Mr. J. R. Charlton, now of Christchurch 
was appointed shortly after Mr. Gilruth, and reached 
New Zealand about the same time. The only qualitied 
veterinary surgeons then practising in New Zealand were 
Messrs. Michie (Wellington), Taylor (Waverley), Sabin 
(Hastings), Robertson pooner, Hill (Christchurch), 
Hamilton (Dunedin), Dunlop (Invercargill), and Cun- 
bingham also at Oamaru. By his good work and 
personal example Mr. Gilruth did much to make the 





qualified veterinary surgeon appreciated by the New 
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Zealand stock owner, so that this country now offers a 
= tield for the capable private practitioner. During 
is 15 years here, he has- built up the Veterinary Division 
of the Department of Agriculture, and under his direc- 
tion the Division has gone ahead by leaps and bounds, 
and now includes in its staff no less than 26 qualified 
veterinary surgeons, under whom are working a large 
number of lay assistant inspectors. Perhaps one of the 
greatest regrets Mr. Gilruth will feel in leaving New 
Zealand will be that his strenuous endeavours to obtain 
legal protection for the veterinary surgeon have not as 
yet been successful. It is still possible for any indivi- 
dual in this Dominion who possesses sufficient impu- 
dence, to style himself a veterinary surgeon, and to 
advertise himself as a member of the Royal College, 
You know how earnestly and frequently Mr. Gilruth 
has striven to have this righted, and we all trust that his 
efforts may even yet bear fruit in the near future. In 
bis capacity of Chief Government Veterinarian, Mr, 
Gilruth has shown great administrative ability. It was 
largely due to his efforts that the Slaughtering and 
Inspection Act was passed, and as a result a large pro- 
portion of the people of this Dominion now have the 
benefit of a; ropecly inspected meat supply ; and what 
is more, and possibly even of greater monetary value to 
this country, by the system of inspection (inaugurated 
by Mr. Gilruth) of all meat intended for export, the 
British consumer has a guarantee of purity which I am 
_personally well aware is accepted by those who control 
the frozen meat business in Great Britain as being 
thoroughly reliable. But our guest’s talents have not 
only been exerted in administrative work. As an in- 
vestigator, and in research work, he has made a 
deservedly great reputation for himself. When he came 
here stock-owners snffered heavy losses through what 
may be termed preventible diseases—such as parasitic 
diseases, malignant cedema, congestion of kidneys in 
lambs, braxy-like disease among hoggets, “ Winton” 
disease, antepartum paralysis, and so on. Now, as a 
result of his investigations, and the dissemination of the 
knowledge gained, losses from these troubles are reduced 
toa minimum. In addition to the diseases ] have men- 
tioned, he can congratulate himself on having succeeded 
in stamping out swine fever ; and blackleg, that at one 
- time seemed likely to assume serious proportions, is now 
‘ practically a dead letter, or at any rate is thoroughly 
under contro). The blackleg outbreak was handled in a 
-most masterly fashion by Mr. Gilruth. You know the 
-history of the trouble. How for years there had been 
an isolated case or two, concerning which Mr. Gilruth’s 
warnings were more or less disregarded by the stock- 
owners concerned, until some four or five years ago an 
alarming expansion took place of theaffected area. This 
necessitated drastic regulations being put in force by the 
State in the interests of stock-owners outside the 
affected area. So drastic were these that the Govern- 
ment entrusted to Mr. Gilruth the work of personally 
interviewing the farmers and stock-dealers concerned, 
and you know how successful he was in obtaining the 
loyal co-operation of farmers and dealers in coping with 
the disease. The success of the policy laid down by 
our guest is now admitted on all hands, and Mr. Gil- 
ruth wiil be the first to acknowledge the help he re- 
. ceived in this and other matters from his professional 
staff—particularly, in the case of blackleg, the work 
done by Mr. Young, field veterinary officer for Taranaki 
. district, who is with us to-night. Tubercnlosis is still 
with us, but you know, gentlemen, that the means for 
_ attempting tocuntrol this disease have not been afforded 
. Mr. Gilruth, so that he cannot be held in any way re- 
sponsible for results to-day. As a bacteriologist and 
thologist, Mr. Gilruth stands pre-eminent in New 
land, in fact one might say in Australasia. Most of 

you know what good work he did when there was a 


slight outbreak of bubonic plague in this country some 
eight or nine years ago; and afterwards as pathologist 
to the Public Health Department. We are all pleased 
that Sir Joseph Ward has done our guest and our pro 
fession the honour to be with us to-night, and he, as 
the first Minister for Public Health in the whole of the 
British Empire, will, I believe, bear out my assertion 
that the very creation of that most important depart. 
ment was in no small degree due to Mr. Gilruth’s inves- 
tigations and recommendations. And now, gentlemen, 
with the memory of all the good work he has done he: 
need I say we are absolutely certain Mr. Gilruth will do 
great work in Australia? I look forward to the Mel- 
bourne College turning out graduates equal in know. 
ledge and professional capacity to any in the British 
Empire. We all join in wishing our guest every success 
in his new sphere. He knows that in his departure 
from here he takes with him the good wishes of every 
member of the profession in the country. I ask you to 
join with me in drinking health, long life, prosperity, 
and all happiness to Mr. Gilrnth. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir JosepH Warp, Prime Minister of 
the Dominion, and also Minister for Agriculture, ex- 
pressed his great pleasure at being able to be present at 
a function which showed the high position and warm 
esteem which Mr. Gilruth held among the members of 
his profession. He had known Mr. Gilruth for many 
years, and as private friend and public servant had 
admired and appreciated him. Although their guest 
was leaving New Zealand, he was not going very far 
away, and he hoped that when Mr. Gilruth felt the heat 
cf Australia was a little trying be would take a boliday 
in New Zealand, and hearten his friends by his presence 
amongst them once more. 

The toast was drunk with musical honours. : 

Mr. GILruTH, in reply, entertained the company with 
many reminiscences of earlier days in the service of the 
Dominion. Speaking in regard to any good work he 
bad been able to do in New Zealand, be paid a warm 
tribute to the whole-hearted loyalty of his professional 
staff, the members of which he had always regarded, and 
always endeavoured to treat, not as subordinates in any 
way, but as colleagues. He complimented the staff on 
the appointment of Mr. Reakes as his successor, who he 
was certain would receive from every brother professiona! 
the loyalty he (Mr. Gilruth) had received, and he.was 
equally certain there was nothing Mr. Reakes could do to 
benefit the profession, or any individual member of S 
which he would not do with all his might. He look 
forward with much interest to his new work, and had 
some hope that the Melbourne College might prove of 
service to New Zealand in the training of professional 
officers for the service of the Dowinion. He thought it 
might be feasible for the New Zealand Government to 
institute a scheme of scholarships at the Melbourne 
College, whereby a young man might receive his train- 
ing at little expense, provided that when trained he 
became a servant of the New Zealand Government for 
a specified time. They would know there was no affec- 
tation about bis words if he said that while he was 
leaving New Zealand with high hopes for his new 
sphere, he felt very keen regret at the severance of so 
many friendships within the Dominion which had be- 
come of no little moment to him and his. 

Other toasts were “The Agricultural and Pastoral 
Industries,” proposed by Mr. Lilico, and replied to by 
the Rt. Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, who holds the portfolio of 
Minister for Agriculture ; “ My Successor,” proposed by 
Mr. Gilruth, and replied to by Mr. Reakes ; “ Private 
Practitioners,” proposed by Mr. Kerrigan, and replied 
to by Messrs. Brodie and Edgar; “The Medical Pro- 
fession,” proposed by Mr. Taylor, and replied to by Dr. 
Stapley, M.D., M.R.C.V.S. 
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-! Presentation TO Mr. J. Romsey Wituiams. 


_ Mr. J. Rumsey Williams widely known over four of the 
North Wales counties for more than forty years as a 
veterinary surgeon, was on Saturday, February 20, the 
recipient of a testimonial, organised by some of the 
leading gentlemen and agriculturists in Carnavonsbire 
and Anglesey. The presentation took place at the 
Royal Sportsman Hotel, Carnarvon, Colonel Platt, C.B., 
presiding over a gathering of the principal subscribers. 
Ameng those present were Sir H. J. Ellis-Nanney, Bart., 
Mr. J. E. Greaves (Lord Lieutenant), Col. O. Lloyd J. 
Evans, Mr. W. A. Darbishire, Mr. J. Issard Davies, Mr. 
Eric J. W. Platt, Mr. Edward Roberts, Mr. G. J. 
Roberts, Mr. T. E. Roberts, Mr. T. Armstrong, Mr. John 
Evans (Llanbeblig), Mr. C. A. Jones, Mr. W. Thornton 
Jones, Col. Ruck, Mr. W. Williams (Ffinfa), Mr. J. W. 
Wyatt, Professor Winter (hon. secretary), Mr. Daniel 
Hughes (Llwynygwalch), Dr. Taylor Morgan, Mr. J. W. 
Roberts (Brynsiencyn), Mr. Thomas Jones (Gelliniog 
Wen), Mr. Hamlet Roberts (Penygroes), Mr. Richard 
Owen (Tai Cochion), and the Kev. Collwyn Morgan 
(Dolbenmaen). 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read from 
Mr. J. Rice Roberts, Mr. Sydney Platt, and Mr. J. H. 
Pritchard-Rayner. 

Professor Winter (secretary of the movement), read 
the text of an illuminated address, which was contained 
in a morocco bound album, and had attached to it the 
names of the subscribers. The address wasas follows :— 


To James Rumsey Witurams, Exg., M.R.C.V.S. 


On behalf of your friends and well-wishers we ask you to 
accept a purse, together with this album, containing the 
names and addresses of the subscribers, as a token of appre- 
ciation for the services which you have rendered to the 
country for a period of over forty years. 

Your great professional skill und upright character have 
made you a reputation in the veterinary profession second 
to none, but qualities which are still more highly valued 
by those who know you are your absolute unselfishness and 
consideration for others, and your utter contempt for any- 
thing mean or crooked. 

Although your services have always been in great request 
by the leading owners of live stock you have never allowed 
time or distance to prevent you giving assistance to those in 
less fortunate circumstances. 

Your own profession, too, owes you a debt of gratitude, 
for in your modest way you have perhaps done more to 
improve the status of the veterinary surgeon than any man 
in Wales. 

We are pleased to learn that you are now in much better 
health than you have been for some time, and we trust that 
you may long be spared to enjoy the leisure you have so 
well earned. 

Henry Pratt, Chairman. 

February, 1909. Tuomas Winter, Hon. Sec. 


The presentation of the address and purse, containing 
£360, was then made by the Chairman, who appropri- 
ately referred to the great qualities of heart and hand 
possessed by Mr. Rumsey Williams, and to the high 
esteem in which he was held by all. 

The Lord Lieutenant (Mr. J. E Greaves) testified to 
the esteem and, he might add, the affection in which 
Mr. Williams was held by his friends and neighbours. 
While they all sympathised with him in his illness they 
hoped that there was yet in store for him a prolonged 
period of usefulness and happiness. (Cheers). 

Sir H. J. Ellis-Nanney, Bart., alluded to Mr. 
Williams’s devotion to his professional duties, which he 


often discharged at considerable personal inconvenieuce. 


Mr. W. A. Dargpisaire remarked that he was pro- 


‘bably the oldest man in the room, and had known Mr. 


Rumsey Williams when he was a very young man. He 
himself was at that time approaching middle age. 








(Laughter.) Mr. Ramsey Williams was then a fearless 
rider to hounds, and he remembered particularly that 
he me to show a remarkable attachment to mother- 
earth. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, owing to enfeebled health, was unable 
to respond personally, his reply being read by Mr. L. W. 
Wynn Lloyd (his partner). In his acknowledgment, 
Mr. Williams said it was with feelings of deep emotion 
that he listened to all the kind things Colonel Platt had 
said of him. It was natural that after one had been 
labouring in a district for so many years as he had done, 
any recognition of his work should awaken mixed feel- 
ings of pride and gratitude. At the same time he felt 
that their generosity had led them to greatly over- 
estimate his efforts in the very flattering address they 
had so kindly presented to him. He had been in prac- 
tice now for 45 years. The success and appreciation 
which had rewarded his labours had far exceeded any- 
thing which he had anticipated. He thought he might 
truthfully say that during all those years he had used 
his utmost endeavours to perform his professional duties 
faithfully, and for all that time he had been exceedingly 
happy in the friendships he had formed. Indeed, his 
efforts to serve them had been made very pleasant by 
the kindness and consideration that had always been 
shown him, and the confidence which had, at all times, 
been reposed in him. 

“T am more grateful,” concluded Mr. Williams, “ than 
I can tell to you all for the kind thoughts which 
prompted you to present me with this beautiful address, 
and the exceedingly handsome present which accom- 
panies it. May I add that for the remainder of my life 
I shall look back with pride on this day, and shall cherish 
this address amongst my most valued treasures.” 

Among those who subscribed to the testimonial 
were : Lord Penrhyn, Sir H. J. Ellis-Nanney, Bart., Col. 
Platt, C.B., Col. O. Lloyd J. Evans, Mr. C. G. Assheton- 
Smith, Capt. N. P. Stewart, Mr. Eric J. W. Platt, Gen. 
Sir Hugh Rowlands, Sir R. H. Williams-Bulkeley, 
Bart., Lady Neave, Col. the Hon. H. Lloyd Mostyn, 
Col. Ruck, Mr. Ernest Neele, Judge Bryn Roberts, Ool. 
Walker Jones, Mrs. Wynne-Finch, Mr. Lloyd Carter, 
the Hon. F. G. Wynn, Mr. J.S. Laurie, Mr. W. A. 
Darbishire, Mr. J. Wynne-Finch, and many others.— 
The Chronicle (Carnarvon). 





PRESENTATION TO Mr. James McKenny. 


On Saturday afternoon, March 6, Mr. James Mce- 
Kenny, M.R.C V.S., was presented with a handsome 
silver salver and other articles of silver plate, in recogni- 
tion of his services to the profession. The presentation, 
which took place in the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland, was made on behalf of the three Veterinary 
Associations in Ireland, members of all these bodies 
having subscribed. Professor A. E. Mettam presided. 
Among those present were: Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, J. 
Watson, J. J. O'Connor, E. A. Ryan, J. V. Daly, 
Charles Allen, F.R.C.V.S. ; J. Watson, and M. Hedley, 
F.R.C.V.S. 

Mr. CHartes ALLEN made the presentation. He read 
a letter of apology from Mr. W. A. Byrne, of Roscom- 
mon, expressing his regret at his inability to attend. 
Mr. Allen, in a few words, expressed the esteem in 
which Mr. McKenny was held by all the members of the 
profession, and added that the presentation was in 
acknowledgment of the valuable services rendered to the 
profession hy Mr. James McKenny. 

Mr. McKeEnwny, in replying, said that he wished to 
convey to them his high appreciation of their kindnéss 
in making this presentation. He was conscious that 
the work done b the Association was a work that 
he could not say. he ettributed to his own efforts. He 
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begged to to thank them most cordially for their kind- 
ness, ieemee) d 

Mr. HEDLEY emphasised the fact that the subscribers 
included members of each of th: three Veterinary Asso- 
tions in Ireland. 

The following is the inscription on the silver salver . 

‘* Presented to James McKenny, M.R.C.V.S., with a 
canteen of silver, by members of the several Veterinary 
Societies of Ireland, as a token of their appreciation of his 
zealous and untiring efforts in promoting the welfare of the 
profession.’’—The Irish Times. 


Mr. WitttaM F. Garsipr, M.R.C.V.S., of Redhill, is 
about to leave the neighbourhood on his retirement 
from the more active work of his profession. Mr. Gar- 
side by his unvarying geniality and courtesy made him- 
self universally popular amongst those with whom he 
has come into contact, and he will carry with him in 
his well-earned retirement the good wishes of all who 
know him. 

Mr. G. Duntop Martin, M.R.C.V.S., late Assistant 
Bacteriologist to the Government of India, who has 
taken over the practice, carried on, before going to India, 
a large practice in the County of Essex, making Witham 
his centre.—Surrey Mirror. 


The monthly meeting of the Beverley Town Council 
was held on Monday evening in the Guildhall. The 
Mavor (Councillor Care) presided. 

Mrs. Tom Watson, the widow of the late veterinary 
inspector, wrote thanking the members for their vote of 
condulence. 

The Council in committee at a meeting had considered 
the appointment of a veterinary inspector, and recom- 
mended that Mr. F. D McLaren, F.R.C.V.S., of Bever- 
ley, be appointed (during the pleasure of the Council) 
the veterinary inspector at a salary of £60 per annum, 
such salary to include also the duties under the Sheep 
Dipping Orders. The Council unanimously contirmed 
the appointment.—7he Eastern Morning News. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


ASSISTANTS’ SALARIES 
Dear Sir, 

As the time for the final examinations is drawing close, 
and being a student who is to present himself for his degree 
in July, I should like to know through the medium of your 
valuable paper, what career is open to a young practitioner 
not overburdened with this world’s goods. The salaries 
offered to qualified assistants by a large majority of veteri- 
narians are simply ridiculous. In The Record of March 6, 
I noticed an advertisement offering £3 per month, together 
with board and lodging. What a princely offer! 

Would some practitioner kindly tell your reader what isa 
fair wage for a competent man, single, married, living in, 
living out, or managing a branch practice with house found. 
Of course, there are the Army, Civil and Government ap- 
pointments, but every newly-enrolled veterinary surgeon 
cannot and does not obtain these appointments, and there- 
fore must turn to private practice for his bread and butter. 

Hoping to tbe informed by some gentleman who can give 
a little thought to the welfare of future members.—I am, 
sir, yours faithfully, 

A Sroupenrt. 





ON ‘‘CLIENTS.”’ 


Sir, 
I am quite sure that your readers are by this time tired 


of the above subject. Now I do not intend to occupy your 
valuable space by entering upon a fruitless discussion with 
Mr. Robertson as to the meaning of the terms ‘‘ client and 
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patron.’’ He is perfectly welcome to define them as he 
pleases, either in a metaphorical, an archsic, or in a 
common-sense manner. Perhaps the term ‘‘ employer” or 
“‘customer’’ would suit him better. The matter is no} 
worth wasting time over. 

Mr. Robertson pretends not to understand portions of the 
article he attempts to criticise. Obviously this denseness 
on his part is assumed for the occasion, at any rate I ho 
this is the case. I do not intend to attempt a solution of 
the sphinx-like enigmas he proposes; they are more 
suitable for a ‘ missing line'’ competition than for the 
pages of The Veterinary Record. I would, however, remind 
my learned critic that the Chicago merchant, who he quotes, 
was very severe on pedantry in every shape and form, 

As regards ladv clients, it is difficult to gather from the 
mixed medley of terms that my critic employs what his 
views on the subjectare. If ladies do not exercise a civilis- 
ing influence on the practitioners in his district, then the 
fault must be either with the former or the latter. Cowper 
wrote ‘‘ The sex whuse presence civilises ours.’’ I presume 
he included veterinary surgeons. 

As regards the concluding sentence in my critic's letter, 
all Ishall say is that it is he who ‘‘ mixes up in delightfal 
confusion patrons, clients, and ethics.'’ In fact I defy any- 
one to understand his meaning, his similes, or his attempts 
at satire, and even though they are feebly ‘‘ decorated with 
variegated chips of exotic metaphor.’’ 

‘* Such labour’d nothings, in so strange a style, 
Amaze th’ unlearn’d, and make the learned smile.’’ 


—Yours etc, E. Wauus Hoare. 
Cork, March 8th. 


ANOTHER ‘‘ FACT." 
Sir, 

Just now some cf your correspondents seek to enliven 
the pages of The Record by more or less humorous anecdotes, 
I venture to recall another ‘‘ fact’? which must, I think, be 
remembered by many old students of Camden Town. A 
London tradesman, having a pony attacked by colic, sought 
advice from a veterinary student of his acquaintance. The 
latter advised the time-honoured draught of two ounces of 
turpentine in apint of linseed oil, and the pony soon 
recovered. Some time afterwards, the same animal was 
again attacked with colic. This time the owner treated the 
case on his on account, with the knowledge previously 
gained from his young veterinary friend. He gave instruc- 
tions for the preparation and administration of, as he 
thought, the same draught as before, and so two ounces of 
linseed oil were carefully mixed in a pint of turpentine, and 
the whole was poured down the pony’s throat. Of course, 
it speedily conferred a permanent immunity from colic and 
all other earthly ills upon the pony. It is possible, too, 
that the owner became a wiser, if a sadder, man. And it 
is certain that the occurrence caused not a little amusement 
—-perhaps rather unsympathetic—amcngst veterinary stu- 
dents who heard of it. 

‘*NortH Country.” 
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